
Wednesday June 14th – Saturday June 17th  
2017 Writing Retreat…  

Set in the breath-taking Pine Ridge Region of 
Northwest Nebraska, we will gather in the historic 
buildings and scenic spots around Fort Robinson State 
Park and will lodge in the 1890 Brick Officer 
Quarters. Renowned writers will lead morning 
sessions focused on crafting and improving our 
writing, followed by afternoon sessions designed to 
give participants a chance to create new work and 
receive personalized feedback during the retreat.  

• Mark Halliday (Poet in Residence) 
• Lisa Sandlin (Fiction Writer in Residence)  
• Ken Ilgunas (Nonfiction Writer in Residence)  

… And Festival  
On Saturday we will move to the CSC CAMPUS for a festival (open to the public) celebrating 
the work of everyone involved in the workshop, from published authors to beginners, and 
featuring additional workshop sessions from our Mari Sandoz Emerging Writers, and a keynote 
presentation by our Poet in Residence, Mark Halliday. This inspirational setting fosters a 
wonderful writing community focused on exploring the wild terrains of our lives.  

2016 Retreat at Fort Robinson: Dan O’Brien serves up his “Wild Idea” bison at evening cookout and reading. 
 

Scenic, affordable, friendly and accessible! A GREAT PLACE TO CREATE! 
www.storycatcherworkshop.org 



WRITING RETREAT at Historic Fort Robinson:   
Wednesday, June 14th  through Friday, June 16th  

With 2016 Writers-In-Residence Mark Halliday, Lisa Sandlin and Ken Ilgunas 
(Mari Sandoz Emerging Writers Will Provide Additional Instruction at the Saturday Festival) 

Registration All of the following options include opening night BBQ/Reception, Thursday and Friday Cold 
Lunch, light refreshments, and three nights lodging, Wednesday-Friday, at our retreat venue* 
• General Registration: $350 (Includes one-year membership to the Mari Sandoz Heritage Society) 
• Mari Sandoz Heritage Society Members & Students (High School or College): $300  
• Guest/Non-Participant $75 (This registration level is for spouses, friends and significant others who plan 

to accompany retreat participants, and does not include access to the workshop sessions. May include 
lodging at the retreat venue if space is available). 

o ONLINE REGISTRATION OPENS March 10 
§ DEADLINE: June 1, 2017 
§ Space is limited to 15 writers. Early registration is encouraged. 

o Refunds: Due to limited space in the RETREAT, refunds can only be offered up to TEN days 
after Registration. For planning purposes, there will be no refunds made after May 30th. 

 
*This	is	a	writing	retreat,	with	an	emphasis	on	building	a	
community	of	writers	in	our	two	days	together.	Participants	
will	not	only	share	their	writing	in	process,	but	also	the	1890	
Brick	Officer	Quarters.	This	is	a	large	building,	but	be	aware	
that	sleeping	accommodations	will	be	communal,	with	up	to	
four	individual	bunks	in	some	of	the	rooms.	(When	
registering	you	may	indicate	if	you	are	attending	with	
another	person,	and	if	you	are	comfortable	with	gender-
neutral	room	assignments.	We	have	two	private	rooms	with	
queen-sized	beds	available	for	couples).	There	is	a	full	
kitchen	and	refrigerator	available.		
	
If	you	prefer	not	to	stay	in	the	retreat	venue,	(or for those 
traveling from afar who may want a place to stay in the region 
before and after the events), rooms are available at the Lodge 
(about $79 per night) or a nearby hotel in Crawford or Chadron 
(plan on a 30 minute commute). There are also camping facilities 
available. A list of lodging options appears at the end of this 
program. These costs and arrangements are your own.	
NOTE: many of our events will be taking place outdoors and in 
historic buildings.  Participants should be prepared to navigate 
stairs and for moderate physical activity in variable weather.  
 

 
 

FESTIVAL at Chadron State College, Saturday, June 17th 
• Free & Open to the Public (no pre-registration required—sign in at the door) 
• Writers in Residence and Mari Sandoz Emerging Writers will lead the sessions 
• We will conclude with a Featured Reading from Mark Halliday 

 
Mari Sandoz Emerging Writer Instructorship 
Graduate students and others who have writing classroom experience (either as a teacher, student or both), and 
whose work shows promise, may apply for the Emerging Writer Instructorship. The successful applicant will be 
honored as a “Mari Sandoz Emerging Writer,” will have fees waived for the Retreat and Workshop, and will lead a 
workshop session of their design for the rest of the Story Catcher participants. A small stipend will be provided for 
their instruction and to help defray a portion of their travel expenses.  See application at the end of this program (or 
online) for details. Application Deadline: April 17.  
 
Scholarships 
A limited number of full and partial tuition waivers will be offered to support talented STUDENT writers this year. 
The application appears at the bottom of this program and online.  Application Deadline: May 20. 
 
For more information about the workshop, updated schedule and registration information, please visit us at 

www.storycatcherworkshop.org  or www.marisandoz.org or email mevertson@csc.edu 
(Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/storycatcherworkshop)  

	2016	Retreat	at	Fort	Robinson:	Robert	Wrigley’s	poetry	workshop	
in	the	historic	lodge 



 
Wednesday, June 14th — WRITER’S RETREAT DAY ONE 
Fort Robinson State Park 
 
MORNING SESSIONS 
Buffalo Soldier Barracks Squad Room 
 

9am to 9:30 am Check-In & Continental Breakfast  
 

9:30 to 11:30 AM Creative Non-Fiction Craft Lecture 
With Writer in Residence Ken Ilgunas 
• “The art of not being boring.” Travel writer Ken Ilgunas will talk about tactics to make your 

writing captivating from start to finish. We’ll discuss how to write about nature without 
putting your readers to sleep; how to make your writing “sing” by cutting out French-derived 
words from your prose; and how to make your descriptions and metaphors come to life by 
immersing yourself in your book’s setting.  

 
LUNCH ON YOUR OWN 
The Fort Robinson Inn/Restaurant in the Main Lodge is open from 6:30 AM to 9pm daily, and starts 
serving lunch at 10:30 AM. A list of other dining options in nearby Crawford is included in your packet.  
 

 
1890	“Bricks”	Officer’s	Quarters	

AFTERNOON SESSION 
 

1:00 to 3:00: Writing Time 
• This time has been set aside for participants to work on their individual writing projects or 

respond to the prompts from the morning session. Weather permitting: field trips will be 
available to one of our nature retreats for those interested in an inspirational setting. 

 
3:00 to 5:00: The Story Catcher Workshop (Buffalo Soldier Barracks Squad Room) 
• This time has been set aside for participants to share their work and get feedback from other 

writers and from our writers in residence. 
 

EVENING PROGRAM 
 

5:00 to 6:00: Move-in to Officer’s Quarters 19B “Bricks” 
 
6:00 to 8:00 PM Reception and Reading (BBQ in the Brick’s courtyard) 
• Special Reading by Ken Ilgunas 

o Ken will read passages from his book “Trespassing across America.” 
 
 
 



 
Thursday, June 15th — WRITER’S RETREAT DAY TWO 
Fort Robinson State Park 
 
MORNING SESSIONS 
Main Lodge  
Breakfast 8-9 AM 
You may make use of the kitchen in our old building, or gather for breakfast at The Fort Robinson 
Inn/Restaurant in the Main Lodge before our morning session.  (Pay your own way—full breakfasts are 
from $5 to $8).  
 

9:30 to 11:30 AM Poetry Craft Lecture (“Bricks 19B Main Floor) 
With Poet in Residence Mark Halliday 
• Mark will lead participants through a craft lecture focused on the art of poetic technique. The 

craft lecture will conclude with a writing prompt to prepare participants for the afternoon 
session. 

 
LUNCH 
Meet at Officer’s Quarters 19B for lunch. (Complimentary Sandwich Bar) 
 
AFTERNOON SESSION 
 

1:00 to 3:00: Writing Time 
• This time has been set aside for participants to work on their individual writing projects or 

respond to the prompts from the morning session. Weather permitting; field trips will be 
available to one of our nature retreats for those interested in an inspirational setting. 

 
3:00 to 5:00: The Story Catcher Workshop (“Bricks 19B Main Floor) 
This time has been set aside for participants to share their work and get feedback from other 
writers and from our writers in residence. 

 
 
DINNER ON YOUR OWN 
We encourage participants to gather 
for Dinner at the Fort Robinson 
Lodge Restaurant  
(Pay your own way—full dinners are 
from $12 to $20; Sandwiches $5 to 
$8; soup and salad bar also 
available).   
 
EVENING PROGRAM  
Officer’s Quarters 19B 
7:00 to 8:00 PM 
Special Reading  
by Lisa Sandlin 
 
Note: from 8 to 9pm there will be a 
rodeo in the arena just north of our 
Building, which is free and open to 
the public.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

	

2016	Retreat	at	Fort	Robinson:	Joe	Wilkins	reads	from	his	latest	work	in	
the	living	room	of	the	1890	Officer’s	Quarters	



 
Friday, June 16th — WRITER’S RETREAT DAY THREE 
Fort Robinson State Park 
 
MORNING SESSIONS 
Main Lodge   Breakfast 8-9 AM 
You may make use of the kitchen in our old building, or gather for breakfast at The Fort Robinson 
Inn/Restaurant in the Main Lodge before our morning session.  (Pay your own way—full breakfasts are 
from $5 to $8).  
 
9:30 to 11:30 AM Fiction Craft Lecture (“Bricks 19B Main Floor) 
With Fiction Writer in Residence Lisa Sandlin 

“Choreography on the Page.” Knowing in their own minds what’s happening, writers can often 
miss that the action is not as clear to their readers. There are also many times when choreography 
alone carries the plot and theme. We can be just as felled by a significant action on the page as 
when we see it large on a movie screen.  

 
LUNCH 
Meet at Officer’s Quarters 19B for lunch. (Complimentary Sandwich Bar) 
 
AFTERNOON SESSION 
 
1:00 to 3:00: Writing Time 
• This time has been set aside for 

participants to work on their 
individual writing projects or 
respond to the prompts from the 
morning session. Weather 
permitting; field trips will be 
available to one of our nature 
retreats for those interested in an 
inspirational setting. 

 
3:00 to 5:00: The Story Catcher 
Workshop (“Bricks 19B Main Floor) 
• This time has been set aside for 

participants to share their work 
and get feedback from other 
writers and from our writers in 
residence. 

 
EVENING On Your Own:  
(Here are some options): 

• Dinner at Fort Robinson Lodge Restaurant or in historic downtown Crawford (see dining options at end 
of this program). 

• Chuckwagon Cookout 6 to 8 pm (Reservations that day at information booth, $12 each) 

• High Plains Homestead/Drifter’s Cookshack (30 min. north of the Fort, near Toadstool State Park. 
Reservations required: highplainshomestead.com) 

• Post Playhouse Theater at the Fort (featuring the Gershwin musical Crazy for You, opening night, 8pm 
http://postplayhouse.com 

 
NOTE: All participants must be checked out of the Officer’s Quarters by 9am on Saturday. 

(We recommend departing by 8:30 AM to insure travel time to the Festival Location at Sandoz Center on the 
Chadron State College Campus. Directions and Maps are at the end of program) 

 

Workshop	session	at	the	Camp	Norwesca	outdoor	chapel	for	the		2015	Retreat	



 
Saturday, June 17th  – Story Catcher Festival  
(Mari Sandoz High Plains Heritage Center Atrium—Open to the Public) 
 
MORNING SESSIONS 
9 to 10 AM: Morning Check-In & Continental 
Breakfast 

 
9:30 to 11:00: PANEL PRESENTATION 
with our Writers in Residence 

• This panel discussion will feature 
our distinguished writers as they 
share successful strategies for 
publishing and answer questions 
from the audience. 

 
AFTERNOON SESSIONS 
 
12:30 to 1:45: Dreaming the Self 
Featuring the Mari Sandoz Emerging Poet Natalie Taylor 
In	this	workshop,	writers	will	plumb	their	own	dreams	to	source	deep	and	potent	ideas.	Then,	we’ll	honor	the	
peculiar	language	of	the	unconscious	by	using	those	unexpected	images	and	pairing	unrelated	concepts	to	
create	authentic	magic.	Writers	will	learn	how	to	suspend	logic	in	favor	of	discovering	new	linguistic	
landscapes	infused	with	strange	and	surprising	messages	from	the	subconscious.	
 
2:00-3:15: Writing with a Knife: The Art 
of Cutting Things Out 
Featuring the Mari Sandoz Emerging 
Prose Writer Alec Osthoff 
This workshop will focus on one of the final 
steps of revision: making your writing 
efficient by trimming off excess words, 
sentences, or even whole paragraphs. We 
will also examine how what is left unsaid in 
a piece of writing is just as important as what 
is expressed on the page. As this workshop is 
focused broadly on the craft of revision, it is 
open to the three primary genres—poetry, 
nonfiction, and fiction. Participants will need 
to bring a piece that they are interested in 
revising along with the chosen implements 
for notetaking and freewriting. 
 
3:30 to 4:45 OPEN MIC 
Writers will have an opportunity to share 
their work from the retreat. Audience 
members may also sign up to read short 
pieces. 
 
5:00 to 6:00: Reception 
Light Refreshments Served 
 
6:00 to 7:30 PM  Special Reading With Mark Halliday 

• Sometimes wry, sometimes heartbreaking, Mark Halliday's poems remind us that the human 
experience is never easy. In his keynote reading, Halliday will read from his most recent 
collection, Thresherphobe, along with other works from his distinguished career. 

 
Book signing to follow  

2016	General	Workshop:	Joe	Wilkins’	craft	lecture	in	the	Sandoz	
Atrium	on	CSC	Campus	

2016	General	Workshop:		Sandoz	Emerging	Poet	L.	Cal	Hitzrot	leads	a	session	in	
the	Sandoz	Atrium	on	the	CSC	Campus	



Workshop Faculty 
 
 

2017 Poet in Residence:  
Mark Halliday 

 
Mark Halliday is a noted American poet, 
professor and critic. He is author of six 
collections of poetry, most recently 
Thresherphobe (University of Chicago 
Press, 2013) and Keep This Forever (Tupelo 
Press, 2008). His honors include serving as 
the 1994 poet in residence at The Frost 
Place, inclusion in several annual editions of 
The Best American Poetry series and of the 

Pushcart Prize anthology, receiving a 2006 Guggenheim Fellowship, and winning the 2001 Rome Prize 
from the American Academy of Arts and Letters.  
 
Halliday's poetry is characterized by close observation of daily events, out-of-the-ordinary metaphors, 
colloquial diction, references to popular culture, and uncommon humor. The poet David Graham has 
described Halliday as one of the "ablest practitioners" of the "ultra-talk poem," a term said to have been 
coined by Halliday himself to describe the work of a group of contemporary American poets who 
frequently write in a wry, exuberant, garrulous, accessible style. 
 
Halliday earned his B.A. (1971) and M.A. (1976) from Brown University, and his Ph.D. in English 
literature from Brandeis University in 1983, where he studied with poets Allen Grossman and Frank 
Bidart. He has taught English literature and writing at Wellesley College, the University of Pennsylvania, 
Western Michigan University, Indiana University. Since 1996, he has taught at Ohio University, where, in 
2012, he was awarded the rank of distinguished professor. 
 

“[Halliday] is prolix and quotidian, a Whitman in a supermarket, a confessional poet who does not take 
himself very seriously.” 
—The New Yorker 
 
“A totally original, quintessentially American poet. Mark Halliday’s work is forever in the pleasure section 
of my reading life. Sad, very funny, thoughtful, honest, lyrically and formally adventurous, Halliday’s 
voice is whimsical-seeming and crazy-quilt on the surface; in fact, his poems tremble and reel in the fierce 
abrasive currents of being alive.” 
—Tony Hoagland, author of Donkey Gospel 
 
“Known for garrulously comic moments and dead-on versions of modern Americans' colloquial speech, 
Halliday begins [Keep This Forever] with purposely flat and intensely serious poems reacting to the death 
of his father, who lived ‘not without some gladness till he was eighty-nine, / nourished as well as ravaged 
by irresistible wishing.’ That personal sadness inspires reflections on mortality more generally, at the start 
as at the end of this striking collection. In between, though, Halliday flaunts his gift for informal humor, 
poking fun at contemporary ephemera while finding the element of memento mori in each. . . . It can be 
hard to know when Halliday is kidding—but that difficulty is part of his point: in a world full of people 
whose stories we may never know, who may or may not have urgent messages for us, Halliday seeks a 
style sad enough to describe those missed connections, and surprising enough to let us have fun with them, 
too.” 
—Publishers Weekly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2016 Fiction Writer in Residence: Lisa Sandlin 
 
Lisa Sandlin is from the Gulf Coast oil town of 
Beaumont, Texas, and she holds degrees from Rice 
University and Vermont College. Her work has 
appeared in Shenandoah, Southwest Review, 
Crazyhorse, StoryQuarterly, Mississippi Review, 
The New York Times Book Review, and elsewhere.  
 
Her books are The Famous Thing About 
Death; Message to the Nurse of Dreams, which 
won the Violet Crown and Jesse H. Jones 
Awards; In the River Province, a finalist for the 
Jones award; and You Who Make the Sky Bend, a 
collaboration with New Mexican retablo artist 
Catherine Ferguson. The Do-Right, published 2015, 
received a PWA Shamus Award and the Hammett 
Prize from the International Association of Crime 
Writers. She teaches at the University of Nebraska 
at Omaha.	
  
 
“Thomas Phelan and Delpha Wade are unforgettable 
characters as gritty as the ramshackle office they inhabit. 
But their grit has soul, and plenty of it.” —Johnny 
Temple Publisher and Editor-in-Chief, Akashic Books 
 

"Lisa Sandlin’s The Do-Right is something akin to a rusted nail through the foot: it’s dirty, it hurts, and it’ll 
have you jumping up and down — or possibly just on the floor. … Sandlin makes fantastic use of familiar, 
archetypal characters and brings new life into them by crafting narrative that, past the surface of an exciting 
detective story, seems to search for a sense of grace or forgiveness." —Killer Nashville 
  
 “Sandlin’s clipped prose style is pleasingly eccentric, and can become downright Chandleresque.” —
Publishers Weekly  
 
“When a critic praises a writer’s original voice, what does that really mean? In the case of Texas native 
Lisa Sandlin, it means dog-earing page after page in her novel The Do-Right, to reread particularly terrific 
passages or, even better, share them aloud... Check out The Do-Right, and see if you don’t find yourself 
reading passages aloud just for the sheer pleasure of it.”  	
—Shawna Seed, Dallas Morning News 
 
 

Author website www.lisasandlin.com 
and blog www.lisasandlin.files.wordpress.com 

 
 

 



  
2016 Nonfiction Writer in Residence: Ken Ilgunas 

 
Ken Ilgunas has hitchhiked 10,000 miles 
across North America, traveled 1,000 miles 
across Ontario, Canada in a birch bark 
canoe, and worked as a backcountry ranger 
at the Gates of the Arctic National Park in 
northern Alaska.  
 
He’s written for the New York Times, Time, 
the Chronicle of Higher Education, and his 
adventures and book have been featured on 
The Tonight Show with Jay Leno, CBS This 
Morning, and NPR. His first book, Walden 
on Wheels, is a travel memoir about student 
debt and living in a van for two years when 

he was enrolled at Duke University. His second book is called Trespassing across America, about his 
1,700-mile hike along the proposed route of the Keystone XL pipeline.  
 
He has a B.A. from SUNY Buffalo in history and English, and an M.A. in liberal studies from Duke. He 
is from Niagara Falls, York, and he currently lives in rural North Carolina. 
 

 “Trespassing Across America, a combination of Thoreau, John Steinbeck, and Ian Frazier, is an 
unforgettable read.”  
—Men's Journal 
 
“A timely and riveting book . . . written by a courageous young man struggling with the chaos he is 
inheriting from his elders . . . The book mirrors its young author: impulsive, tenacious, reflective and, 
amazingly, cautious . . . a welcome message of resistance and hope.” 
—Evaggelos Vallianatos, Huffington Post 

 
“[A] fascinating and breezy new effort . . . [Ilgunas] does a masterful job weaving the details of his daily 
travels into a work of prose that is difficult to put down . . . a very good book from a writer we should hope 
has many more waiting to come out.” 
—Bruce Andriatch, The Buffalo News  

 
“Ilgunas is something of an heir to Bill Bryson in his ability to find humor and irony in random encounters 
on the road. But he also brings to his work a John McPhee-like talent for placing big-picture environmental 
issues into an accessible narrative that’s both entertaining and perceptive. Woven into this narrative are 
profound insights both about the beauty of the natural world and our alternately loving, twisted and 
exploitative relationship with it. Ilgunas’s writing is funny, self-knowing and often moving.” 
—Joanna O’Sullivan, Asheville Citizen-Times 

 
“Walden on Wheels [is] a remarkable memoir that manages to stay light on its feet while saying a great 
deal about the state of modern American society. Ilgunas is a rare and wonderful travel companion. Along 
the way, he describes natural phenomena so skillfully that you might be compelled to flee your desk and 
head for the hills, walking stick in hand.” 
—Washington Post 6/25/2013 
 
“[Walden on Wheels is] searching and ambitious—one of the best books I’ve read this year.”—LA Review 
of Books 6/8/2013 
 

Author website http://www.kenilgunas.com 
 
 
 
  
 
 



Story Catcher Festival 
Mari Sandoz High Plains Heritage Center 

Chadron State College 
 

The last day of the workshop is a FESTIVAL to celebrate the 
work emerging from our writing retreat, to promote writing 
and creativity in the region, and to highlight achievements of 
writers or figures associated with writing whose work echoes 
the spirit of Mari Sandoz.  
 
This year’s festival will include craft lectures and workshops 
conducted by our Mari Sandoz Emerging Writers, as well as 
panel discussions on the publishing, and creativity and the 
writing life. There will be an open mic for workshop 
participants to share their work as well, topped off by a special 
reading from our 2017 Poet-in-Residence Mark Halliday. 
 
All events are free and open to public. 
 

 
Alec Osthoff 
Mari Sandoz Emerging Writer: Prose 
	
Alec Osthoff is originally from Ely, Minnesota, where his parents 
ran a sled dog kennel. He has been a professional horse rider and 
a singer in a metal band, but now he just writes. 
 
He is a recent graduate from the University of Wyoming's Master 
of Fine Arts program in fiction. He received his Bachelor's in 
English from the University of Minnesota. His writings have 
appeared in Atticus Review, Midwestern Gothic, and as winner of 
Blue Mesa Review's 2016 fiction contest. He has work 
forthcoming from Western Confluence and is currently drafting 
his first novel. 
 
“I loved [A Midwestern Gothic]. I loved the voice, and the energy that gathered and grew with each sentence. I 
loved the story’s conceit and the perfect note, that lovely image, that it lands on. This was a really terrific piece of 
writing.” -Jensen Beach of Green Mountains Review 

 
 

 
Natalie Taylor 
Mari Sandoz Emerging Writer: Poetry 
 
Natalie Taylor earned a BFA in English with a creative 
writing emphasis from the University of Utah.  
 
She is the author of the poetry chapbook, Eden’s Edge 
and her work has been published in Rock & Sling, 
Talking River, the Helicon West Anthology, and Brain, 
Child. She won first place in the 2016 Utah Original 
Writing competition. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
MAPS and DIRECTIONS 

 
Chadron State College is located about 290 miles north of Denver, CO and 100 miles south of Rapid City, SD 
Highways 20 and 385 intersect in Chadron. For driving directions and regional and campus maps, please  visit CSC 
Page for Visitors: (http://www.csc.edu/visitors/location.csc) 
 
Fort Robinson State Park is about 30 miles directly WEST of CSC campus, on Highway 20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Stay on Highway 20 as it curves 
around Crawford, continuing WEST 
Until you reach Fort Robinson, just a 
mile or so past the golf course. 
 
 
 



This map illustrates the primary location of our events. 

 
 
LODGE:  
Get your park permit here. This is also the location of the park RESTAURANT. 
 
BUFFALO SOLDIER BARRACKS: 
We will meet in the SQUAD ROOM for registration and for morning and afternoon 
sessions on WEDNESDAY. 
 
“Bricks” Officer’s Quarters 19B 
Those of you lodging in the quarters may move in starting at 5pm on WEDNESDAY. 
Our evening reception/cookout will also take place here—as well as the workshop 
sessions and readings on Thursday and Friday. 

 
 
Parking 
NOTE: that you will need an Entry Permit in order to park at Fort Robinson State Park. You can 
purchase your permit at the Main Lodge, or through the NGCP website: https://ngpc-
permits.ne.gov/NGPC-PS/faces/public/welcome  Permits are $5 per day, or $26 annual. 
 
CSC CAMPUS:  lots around the Sandoz Center and Old Administration are OPEN PARKING 
during the summer. 
 
 
 



 
Mari Sandoz High Plains Heritage Center: 
All Saturday events will take place here. For those of you lodging on campus, Edna G. Work 
Hall is right next to the Sandoz Center. 
 

Additional Information 

 
Climate & Clothing 
Chadron is approximately 3369 feet above sea level with a fairly arid climate and a lot of sun 
during the summer months. Temperatures during our workshop will typically be in the 70s to 
low 80s (occasionally warmer) with lows around 50. There is always a chance for a cool or damp 
day, so bring appropriate attire.  
 
NOTE: temperatures in June can be unpredictable, with highs in the 90s not uncommon—
cooling off to around 60 at night. We usually have fairly low humidity. (The “Bricks” Officer 
Quarters has air conditioning on the main floor, which remains very comfortable no matter the 
weather. The upper floors in this historic building do not cool quite so well—but the windows 
open and it is lovely at night).   
 
Most of our facilities will be air-conditioned. PLEASE BE AWARE THAT THE SANDOZ 
CENTER ON CAMPUS IS KEPT QUITE CHILLY SINCE IT ALSO HOUSES MANY 
MUSEUM ITEMS. You may want to bring a jacket to wear indoors for these sessions.  
 
 



In any of the outdoor excursions during your stay, be sure to bring plenty of sun screen and bug-
repellant (ticks can be thick in portions of our recreation areas). Be prepared for rapid changes in 
the weather as afternoon and evening thunderstorms can come up quickly. There are 
SWIMMING facilities at Fort Robinson, so you may want to pack a suit! 
 
Field Trips and Other Events 
There is much to do in our region, and a lot of history. In addition to the post-workshop excursions and 
field trips outlined in our schedule above, we have included materials in your registration packet about 
other recreation, sight-seeing and historical attractions that might be of interest in our region. You might 
also want to visit the Chadron City Webpage for some excellent suggestions about what to do in the area: 
http://www.chadron-nebraska.com. The CSC Visitors Webpage also has a good listing of resources:  
http://www.csc.edu/visitors/resources 
   
Dining 
Your program lists when meals will be on your own. Here is a list of dining options: 
 
The Fort Robinson Inn/Restaurant in the Main Lodge is open from 6:30 AM to 9pm daily, and starts 
serving lunch at 10:30 AM. A list of other dining options in nearby Crawford is included in your packet.  
 
In Crawford: 
Popular choices along Highway 20 within just a few miles of Fort Robinson include:  

• Staabs Drive In (grill and ice-cream stop)	110 McPherson St 
• Perrenial Haus (Espresso/Coffee) 120 Mc Pherson St  
• Dairy Sweet (great smoked BBQ) 3554 US-20, 
• Ranch House (full service restaurant in an historic building): Downtown 445 2nd St. 
• R-Bar (bar and grill/diner): Downtown 342 2nd St 
• Tailgate (bar and grill): Downtown 303 2nd St 
• Two Convenience stores/gas stations along HWY 20, and a small grocery store downtown 

 
In Chadron: 
• Arby’s 440 W 3rd  
• Bean Broker Coffee House (full lunch menu) 202 W 2nd  
• Cakes And Etc. (Bakery & Sandwiches) 237 Morehead   
• China House Restaurant 1240 Hwy 20 
• Country Kitchen 1250 W. 10th  
• Daily Grind Coffee House (sandwiches and baked goods) 219 

Main 
• Daylight Donuts/Bakery (Lunch items as well) 231 E. 3rd  
• Donald’s Drive In  (Diner & Hot Stuff Pizza Delivery) 448 E 3rd 
• Escaramuza (Mexican) 410 W. 3rd 
• EJ’s BBQ  & Take-Out 273 Main St.  
• Fryday’s 120 Bar and Grill 120 W. 2nd  
• Helen’s Pancake & Steak House & The Grove Bar & Grill 950 

W Highway 20 
• McDonald’s 1180 W Highway 20 
• Pizza Hut 500 W 3rd St. 
• Safeway (Deli Counter) 230 Morehead 
• Subway 1250 W. Highway 20 
• Taco Johns 1310 U.S. 20 
• Wilds (Bar and Grill) 216 West 2nd  
• The Ridge (Bar and Grill) 164 Main  

 
 
 

2016	Festival	Participants	Enjoy	a	Bean	Broker	Lunch		



LODGING 
Those traveling from afar will want a place to stay in the region on Tuesday night, and Saturday 
night. Here are some options: 
 
At Fort Robinson: 

• The historic lodge has 22 rooms, with single queen or two double beds. There are also 
cabins available, and a campground with hookups and a tent area. These all fill up 
quickly during the summer, so reserve early. (308) 665-2900 
outdoornebraska.gov/fortrobinson & nebraskastateparks.reserveamerica.com 

 
In Crawford: 

• Hilltop Motel  304 McPherson St -- (308) 665-1144   
https://www.facebook.com/HilltopMotelCrawford/?rf=121487524531374 

 
 
In Chadron: 

• Best Western West Hills Inn 1100 W 10th St -- Phone: (308) 432-3305 
http://bestwesternnebraska.com/hotels/best-western-west-hills-inn 

 
• Super 8  840 W. HWY 20 -- Phone: (308) 432-4471 

https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/super-8/chadron-nebraska/super-8-chadron-ne/overview 
 

• Westerner Motel  300 Oak St -- Phone: (308) 432-5577 or 5595 
http://www.westernerinns.com 

 
• Grand Westerner Motel  1050 W. Highway 20 -- Phone: (308) 432-5595 

 
• Bunk House Motel  901 E 3rd St -- Phone: (308) 432-5591  

http://www.bunkhousemotel.qwestoffice.net 
 

• Old Main Street Inn 115 Main St. -- Phone: (308) 432-3380 (Stay in the Mari Sandoz Suite!) 
https://www.facebook.com/Oldemainstreetinn/ 
 

• Victorian Inn Bed and Breakfast 307 Shelton St -- Phone: (308) 432-5696 
http://www.chadronvictorianinn.com 
 

• Chadron Inn and Suites 755 Microtel Dr. --   Phone: (308) 432-3000 
http://www.booking.com/hotel/us/motel-6-chadron.html 

 
 
At Chadron State Park 

• Nine miles south of Chadron in the scenic pine ridges—cabins available and an extensive 
campground with hookups and tent area. (308) 432-6167  
http://outdoornebraska.gov/chadron   &  nebraskastateparks.reserveamerica.com 
 

At Chadron State College 
• CSC Resident Halls - $14.32 per person/per night/double occupancy 

The Resident Hall rooms are room with a bed and a desk. We do not have TV's, lamps, phones, 
refrigerators or other hotel accommodations. The rate above does not include linen (sheets, blankets, 
pillows, or any towels) and we do not have a cleaning service for the room while you are staying with us. 
Contact CSC Conferencing Office (308)432-6380. Mention that you are with the Story Catcher Workshop. 
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