
Tuesday, June 5th – Friday, June 8th 
2018 Writing Retreat  

Against the breath-taking backdrop of the Northwest 
Nebraska Pine Ridge Region, we will gather in the 
historic buildings and scenic spots around Fort 
Robinson State Park and will lodge in the 1890 Brick 
Officer Quarters—and conclude with a Festival on the 
Chadron State College campus, celebrating the work 
of the participants.   
At the Fort Robinson Retreat, our University of 
Wyoming Writers-In-Residence will lead morning 
sessions focused on crafting and improving our 
writing, followed by afternoon sessions designed to 
give participants a chance to create new work and 
receive personalized feedback. This inspirational 
setting fosters a wonderful writing community focused 
on exploring the wild terrains of our lives.  

Featuring University of Wyoming Writing Faculty 
Jeffrey A. Lockwood -- Nonfiction Writer-in-Residence 

Nina S. McConigley -- Fiction Writer-in-Residence 
H. L. Hix -- Poet-in-Residence 

(And Special Guests) 



WRITING RETREAT at Historic Fort Robinson:   
Tuesday, June 5th through Thursday, June 7th  

With University of Wyoming Writers-In-Residence Jeff Lockwood, Nina McConigley, and H.L. Hix 
(Mari Sandoz Emerging Writers Will Provide Additional Instruction at the Friday Festival) 

Registration All of the following options include opening night BBQ/Reception, Wednesday and Thursday 
Lunch-in-quarters, light refreshments, and three nights lodging, Tuesday-Thursday, at our retreat venue* 
• General Registration: $350 (Includes one-year membership to the Mari Sandoz Heritage Society) 
• Mari Sandoz Heritage Society Members & Students (High School or College): $300  
• Guest/Non-Participant $75 (This registration level is for spouses, friends and significant others who plan 

to accompany retreat participants, and does not include access to the workshop sessions. May include 
lodging at the retreat venue if space is available). 

o ONLINE REGISTRATION OPENS February 5 
§ DEADLINE: June 1, 2017 
§ Space is limited to 15 writers. Early registration is encouraged. 

o Refunds: Due to limited space in the RETREAT, refunds can only be offered up to TEN days 
after Registration. For planning purposes, there will be no refunds made after May 30th. 

 
*This	is	a	writing	retreat,	with	an	emphasis	on	building	a	
community	of	writers	in	our	two	days	together.	Participants	
will	not	only	share	their	writing	in	process,	but	also	the	1890	
Brick	Officer	Quarters.	This	is	a	large	building,	but	be	aware	
that	sleeping	accommodations	will	be	communal,	with	up	to	
four	individual	bunks	in	some	of	the	rooms.	(When	
registering	you	may	indicate	if	you	are	attending	with	
another	person,	and	if	you	are	comfortable	with	gender-
neutral	room	assignments.	We	have	two	private	rooms	with	
queen-sized	beds	available	for	couples).	There	is	a	full	
kitchen	and	refrigerator	available.		
	
If	you	prefer	not	to	stay	in	the	retreat	venue,	(or for those 
traveling from afar who may want a place to stay in the region 
before and after the events), rooms are available at the Lodge 
(about $79 per night) or a nearby hotel in Crawford or Chadron 
(plan on a 30 minute commute). There are also camping facilities 
available. A list of lodging options appears at the end of this 
program. These costs and arrangements are your own.	
NOTE: many of our events will be taking place outdoors and in 
historic buildings.  Participants should be prepared to navigate 
stairs and for moderate physical activity in variable weather.  
 

 
 

FESTIVAL at Chadron State College, Friday, June 8th 
• Free & Open to the Public (no pre-registration required—sign in at the door) 
• Writers in Residence and Mari Sandoz Emerging Writers will lead the sessions 
• We will feature keynote readings from H.L. Hix, Jeff Lockwood and Nina McConigly 

 
Mari Sandoz Emerging Writer Instructorship 
Graduate students and others who have writing classroom experience (either as a teacher, student or both), and 
whose work shows promise, may apply for the Emerging Writer Instructorship. The successful applicant will be 
honored as a “Mari Sandoz Emerging Writer,” will have fees waived for the Retreat and Workshop, and will lead a 
workshop session of their design for the rest of the Story Catcher participants. A small stipend will be provided for 
their instruction and to help defray a portion of their travel expenses.  See application for details.  
Application Deadline: April 9.  
 
Scholarships 
A limited number of full and partial tuition waivers will be offered to support talented STUDENT writers this year. 
The application appears at the bottom of this program and online.  Application Deadline: May 1. 
 
For more information about the workshop, updated schedule and registration information, please visit us at 

www.storycatcherworkshop.org  or www.marisandoz.org or email mevertson@csc.edu 
(Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/storycatcherworkshop 

	2016	Retreat	at	Fort	Robinson:	Robert	Wrigley’s	poetry	workshop	
in	the	historic	lodge 



 
Tuesday, June 5th — WRITER’S RETREAT DAY ONE 
Fort Robinson State Park 
 
MORNING SESSION 
Buffalo Soldier Barracks Squad Room 
 

9am to 9:30 am Check-In & Continental Breakfast  
 

9:30 to 11:30 AM Poetry Craft Lecture “Shadow Genre” 
With Poet in Residence H. L. Hix 
• Prose writing is sometimes praised for being “lyrical” or “poetic,” and poetry is often given 

additional, modifying labels, as for example when we speak of “narrative poetry.”  In this 
workshop, we’ll entertain one way (I’ll call it “shadow genre”) of thinking about those facts, 
a way that offers us aid in our writing and revision, whatever genre we’re working in.  We’ll 
look together at several examples of “shadow genre” at work, and consider ways in which 
shadow genre might be generative and useful in our own writing practices. 

 
LUNCH ON YOUR OWN 
The Fort Robinson Inn/Restaurant in the Main Lodge is open from 6:30 AM to 9pm daily, and starts 
serving lunch at 10:30 AM. A list of other dining options in nearby Crawford is included in your packet.  
 

 
1890	“Bricks”	Officer’s	Quarters	

AFTERNOON SESSION 
 

1:00 to 3:00: Writing Time 
• This time has been set aside for participants to work on their individual writing projects or 

respond to the prompts from the morning session. Weather permitting: field trips will be 
available to one of our nature retreats for those interested in an inspirational setting. 

 
3:00 to 5:00: The Story Catcher Workshop (Buffalo Soldier Barracks Squad Room) 
• This time has been set aside for participants to share their work and get feedback from other 

writers and from our writers in residence. 
 

EVENING PROGRAM 
 

5:00 to 6:00: Move-in to Officer’s Quarters 19B “Bricks” 
 
6:00 to 8:00 PM Reception and Dinner (BBQ in the Brick’s courtyard) 
• Special Reading by Markus Egeler Jones  

o Markus will read passages from his novel How the Butcher Bird Finds Her Voice 
 

  



 
Wednesday, June 6th — WRITER’S RETREAT DAY TWO 
Fort Robinson State Park 
 
MORNING SESSION 
Main Lodge  
Breakfast 8-9 AM 
You may make use of the kitchen in our old building, or gather for breakfast at The Fort Robinson 
Inn/Restaurant in the Main Lodge before our morning session.  (Pay your own way—full breakfasts are 
from $5 to $8).  
 

9:30 to 11:30 AM Non-Fiction Craft Lecture (“Bricks 19B Main Floor) 
With Non-Fiction Writer in Residence Jeffrey A. Lockwood 
• The workshop will begin with a brief, playful overview of the short form, which manifests in 

varied and wonderful ways in the genre of non-fiction.  Through a series of prompts and 
exercises, participants will develop several complete pieces (e.g., a 6-word memoir, an 
epitaph for a deceased project, and a 30-word essay) that would be ideal for websites, social 
media, or even business cards.  But be forewarned—few words often entail many struggles. 

 
 

LUNCH 
Meet at “Bricks” Officer’s Quarters 19B for 
complimentary lunch. 
 
AFTERNOON SESSION 
 
1:00 to 3:00: Writing Time 

• This time has been set aside for 
participants to work on their individual writing 
projects or respond to the prompts from the morning 
session. Weather permitting; field trips will be 
interested in an inspirational setting. 
 
3:00 to 5:00: The Story Catcher Workshop 
(“Bricks” 19B Main Floor) 
This time has been set aside for participants to share 
their work and get feedback from other writers and 
from our writers in residence. 
 

DINNER ON YOUR OWN 
We encourage participants to gather for Dinner at the 
Fort Robinson Lodge Restaurant  
(Pay your own way—full dinners are from $12 to $20; 
Sandwiches $5 to $8; soup and salad bar also 
available).   
 
EVENING PROGRAM  
“Bricks” Officer’s Quarters 19B 
 
7:00 to 8:00 PM 
Special Reading  
With the Mari Sandoz Emerging Writers 
 
 
 
 
 

2016	Retreat	at	Fort	Robinson:	Joe	Wilkins	reads	from	his	
latest	work	in	the	living	room	of	the	1890	Officer’s	Quarters	

Poet-in-Residence	Mark	Halliday	leading	a	morning	workshop	
in	the	Historic	Officer	Quarters	“Bricks”	Dining	Room	



 
 

Thursday, June 7th — WRITER’S RETREAT DAY THREE 
Fort Robinson State Park 
 
MORNING SESSION 
Main Lodge   Breakfast 8-9 AM 
You may make use of the kitchen in our old building, or gather for breakfast at The Fort Robinson 
Inn/Restaurant in the Main Lodge before our morning session.  (Pay your own way—full breakfasts are 
from $5 to $8).  
 
9:30 to 11:30 AM Fiction Craft Lecture (“Bricks 19B Main Floor) 
With Fiction Writer in Nina S. McConigley 

• Full Description of session here….. 
 
 
 
LUNCH 
Meet at “Bricks” Officer’s Quarters 19B for complimentary lunch. 
 
AFTERNOON SESSION 
 
1:00 to 3:00: Writing Time 
• This time has been set aside for 

participants to work on their 
individual writing projects or 
respond to the prompts from the 
morning session. Weather 
permitting; field trips will be 
available to one of our nature 
retreats for those interested in an 
inspirational setting. 

 
3:00 to 5:00: The Story Catcher 
Workshop (“Bricks 19B Main Floor) 
• This time has been set aside for 

participants to share their work 
and get feedback from other 
writers and from our writers in 
residence. 

 
EVENING On Your Own:  
(Here are some options): 

• Dinner at Fort Robinson Lodge Restaurant or in historic downtown Crawford (see dining options at end 
of this program). 

• Hayrack Steak Cookout 6 to 8 pm (Reservations that day at information booth, $12 each) 

• High Plains Homestead/Drifter’s Cookshack (30 min. north of the Fort, near Toadstool State Park. 
Reservations required: highplainshomestead.com) 

• Note: from 8 to 9pm there will be a rodeo in the arena just north of our Building, which is free and open 
to the public.  
 
 

NOTE: All participants must be checked out of the Officer’s Quarters by 9am on Friday. 
(We recommend departing by 8:30 AM to insure travel time to the Festival Location at Sandoz Center on the 

Chadron State College Campus. Directions and Maps are at the end of program) 

Workshop	session	at	the	Camp	Norwesca	outdoor	chapel	for	the	2015	Retreat	



 
 

Friday, June 8th  – Story Catcher Festival  
(Mari Sandoz High Plains Heritage Center Atrium—Open to the Public) 
 
MORNING SESSION 
9 to 9:30 AM: Morning Check-In & 
Continental Breakfast 

 
9:30 to 11:00: Special Session 
“Flash Fiction” With Markus 
Egeler Jones  

 
• Full description will 

appear here………… 
 

 
 
 
 
AFTERNOON SESSIONS 
 
12:30 to 1:45: The Mari Sandoz Emerging Writer Lecture and Workshop 
Featuring the Mari Sandoz Emerging Writer 
Description to follow 
 
2:00-3:15: The Mari Sandoz Emerging Writer Lecture and Workshop 
Featuring the Mari Sandoz Emerging Writer 
Description to follow 
 
3:30 to 4:45 OPEN MIC 
Writers will have an opportunity to share their work from the retreat & festival. Audience members may 
also sign up to read short pieces. 
 
5:00 to 6:00: Reception 
Light Refreshments Served 
 
6:00 to 7:30 PM Special Keynote Presentation  
Readings from our 2018 Writers-in-Residence 
(Book Signing to Follow) 
 
  
  

2016	Festival	Workshop:	Joe	Wilkins’	craft	lecture	in	the	Sandoz	
Atrium	on	CSC	Campus	

2016	Festival:		Sandoz	Emerging	Poet	L.	Cal	Hitzrot	leads	a	session	in	the	Sandoz	Atrium	



Workshop Faculty 
 
 

2018 Poet in Residence:  
H. L. Hix 

 

H. L. HIX was born in Oklahoma and raised 
in various small towns in the south. After 
earning his B.A. from Belmont College (now 
Belmont University) and his Ph.D. (in 
philosophy) from the University of Texas, 
Hix taught at the Kansas City Art Institute 
and was an administrator at the Cleveland 
Institute of Art, before joining the faculty of 
the University of Wyoming, where, after a 
term as director of the creative writing MFA, 

he now teaches in the Philosophy Department and the Creative Writing Program. He has been a 
visiting professor at Shanghai University, Fulbright Distinguished Lecturer at Yonsei University in 
Seoul, and the “Distinguished Visitor” at the NEO MFA.  He teaches in the low-residency MFA at 
Fairleigh Dickinson University. 

His poetry, essays, and other works have been published in McSweeney’s, Georgia 
Review, Harvard Review, Boston Review, Poetry, and other journals, been recognized with an NEA 
Fellowship, the Grolier Prize, the T. S. Eliot Prize, and the Peregrine Smith Award, and been 
translated into Spanish, Russian, Urdu, and other languages. 

He lives in Laramie, Wyoming, with his partner, the poet Kate Northrop. 

What H. L. Hix knows is a radiant mystery, one that he unpeels for us in this book, waiting until we are ready, as the 
seer might. Now: a movement of circumspection. There: a necessary utterance. The poet writes, “Before prophets offer 
what is on their tongues, / forfeit to them what is in your hands.” As we move through this etching of water—what is 
necessary, what gives life—we release gratitude for his gift. 
— Honorée Fanonne Jeffers, author of The Glory Gets, on Rain Inscription 

 
 “Sometimes achingly beautiful in their accumulated details, sometimes grisly and violent, and sometimes tersely 
intellectual, Hix’s collections have always been hard to forget: since his debut with the sonnets of Perfect Hell (1996), 
his books have differed greatly one from another, each with its signature long poem or sequence—100 snapshotlike 
poems about love and sex (“Orders of Magnitude”), enticingly baffling fragments of dialect verse (“Eighteen 
Maniacs”), a set of repetitive prose preludes and verse fugues (“The Well-Tempered Clavier”), even a truly gripping 
narrative (called, grimly, “A Manual of Happiness”), based loosely on the Book of Job, about a father repeatedly struck 
by lightning and his children’s violent deaths. Formalists cherish Hix’s frequent meter and rhyme; devotees of 
experiment enjoy the bizarre disjunctions and the philosophical demands. This retrospective shuffles individual poems 
and sequences from his first seven books to good effect, out of chronological order (along with aphorisms from a book 
of prose). Hix may make new readers’ heads spin with his changes of focus, but he also gives them the chance to see 
his work whole.” 
—Publishers Weekly 
 
“If there was ever a time for this book, it is now. Herein, H.L. Hix, a prolific wellspring, froths, rages, boils over. 
Gathering snippets of speech, turning anxiety into aphorism, Hix probes the reasoning behind gun ownership ("A gun 
in the hand is worth two in the Walmart"), the meaning of a clenched fist ("Every little fit helps. Every puncture tells a 
story."), and the great cost of repression: "I was told plenty often I couldn't be angry./ Who was there to tell me I 
could?" This is a big book, with poems of many kinds, including sonnets, narratives, villanelles and pages 
"intentionally left passive-aggressive." Hix doesn't speak for or against anything so much as out of America's climate of 
rage, as though channeling raw feeling itself. It's a disturbingly accurate take on current events. Unless you are made of 
stone, you will find, in these troubled and troubling times, some of your heart echoed here. 
—NPR BOOKS, January 2016, on American Anger: An Evidentiary 
 

Author website: www.hlhix.com 
 

 
 
 



2018 Fiction Writer in Residence: Nina S. McConigley 
 
 NINA McCONIGLEY is the author of the story 
collection Cowboys and East Indians, which was the winner of 
the PEN Open Book Award and winner of a High Plains Book 
Award. It also was on the longlist for the 2014 Frank O’Connor 
International Short Story Award. She was born in Singapore 
and grew up in Wyoming. She holds an MFA in Creative 
Writing from the University of Houston, where she was an 
Inprint Brown Foundation Fellow. She also holds an MA in 
English from the University of Wyoming and a BA in Literature 
from Saint Olaf College.  
 
She is the winner of a Barthelme Memorial Fellowship in Non-
Fiction and served as the Non-Fiction Editor of Gulf Coast: a 
Journal of Literature and Fine Arts. Her play, Owen Wister 
Considered was one of five plays produced in 2005 for the 
Edward Albee New Playwrights Festival, in which Pulitzer-
prize winning playwright Lanford Wilson was the producer. She 
has been awarded a work-study scholarship to the Bread Loaf 
Writers’ Conference in 2005-2009, and received a full 
fellowship to the Vermont Studio Center. She was granted a 
Tennessee Williams Scholarship in Fiction at the 2010 

Sewanee Writers’ Conference. In 2011, she was a Scholar at the Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference 
and in 2014 was a Fiction fellow. 
 
She has twice been nominated for a Pushcart Prize and for The Best New American Voices. Her 
story “Curating Your Life” was a notable story in Best American Nonrequired Reading 2010 edited by 
Dave Eggers. Her work has appeared in The New York Times, Orion, O, The Oprah Magazine, The 
Virginia Quarterly Review, Salon, American Short Fiction, Memorious, Slice Magazine, Asian 
American Literary Review, Puerto del Sol, and Forklift, Ohio.  

She was a recipient of the Wyoming Arts Council’s Frank Nelson Doubleday Memorial Writing 
Award and was a finalist for the 2011 Flannery O’Connor Short Fiction Award. She currently serves 
on the board of the Wyoming Arts Council. She teaches at the University of Wyoming and 
the Warren Wilson MFA Program for Writers. She is at work on a novel. 

 
"The real achievement is the author’s mix of hilarity and intelligence. A fresh and insightful read."  
—O Magazine 
  
 “Nina McCongiley’s Cowboys and East Indians offers short stories that explore place, and displacement 
and identity that are all quite wonderful.” —The Nation 
 
 “In this collection, McConigley understands the ways in which a place can unsteady and also shape us, and 
the stories reveal such grace and understated power that you know you are in the presence of an incredible 
new voice in fiction. And, like the best writers, she knows the exact moment to let wildness rush into the 
story and ruin us. I loved this book, every story a perfect piece of an amazing landscape.” 
– Kevin Wilson, author of The Family Fang and Tunneling to the Center of the Earth 
 
“Beautiful, startling, poignant, Nina McConigley’s stories invite us into a seldom-depicted landscape, 
peopled by characters we’ll remember a long time, transfixed as they are between worlds, and racked by 
unnameable desires.” 
– Chitra Divakaruni, author of Oleander Girl and One Amazing Thing  
 
“McConigley’s deft prose takes people who don’t quite fit, who are not supposed to fit, and makes them 
part of the landscape…McConigley writes about Wyoming with the same mythic nostalgia that many 
Southern writers write about the South.” 
– The Los Angeles Review of Books 

Author website: www.ninamcconigley.com 
 
 



  
2018 Nonfiction Writer in Residence: Jeffrey A. Lockwood 

 
Jeff Lockwood was hired as an insect ecologist at the 
University of Wyoming in 1986.  But over the course of 20 
years he metamorphosed into a Professor of Natural Sciences 
& Humanities, with a joint appointment between the 
Department of Philosophy and in the MFA program in 
Creative Writing.  He teaches courses in natural resource 
ethics, environmental justice and the philosophy of ecology, 
along with creative non-fiction writing workshops.  His essays 
have been honored with a Pushcart Prize, a John Burroughs 
Award, the Albert Schweitzer Sermon Award of the UUA, and 
inclusion in Best American Science & Nature Writing.  
 
 His most recent books are Behind the Carbon Curtain: The 
Energy Industry, Political Censorship, and Free Speech 
(University of New Mexico Press); The Infested Mind: Why 
Humans Fear, Loathe and Love Insects (Oxford) and Poisoned 
Justice (Pen-L; fiction) Six-Legged Soldiers: Using Insects as 
Weapons of War (Oxford) and Philosophical Foundations for 
the Practices of Ecology (Cambridge). 
 

Lockwood earned a B.S. degree in biology from New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology, where 
he was the 1982 recipient of the Brown Medal. He received a Ph.D. in entomology from Louisiana State 
University. He has authored numerous scientific and technical articles. His essays have appeared 
in Conservation, Orion, The New York Times and others, and his collected essays include A Guest of the 
World; Prairie Soul: Finding Grace in the Earth Beneath My Feet; and Grasshopper 
Dreaming: Reflections on Killing and Loving (all Skinner House Press).  Lockwood was featured in the 
popular public radio broadcast Radiolab (www.radiolab.org/story/185551-killer-empathy/) in 2012 where 
he explored a senseless act of violence in the face of lessons he had learned from his work with animals 
and insects—elements of which were later featured in his 2016 TEDxCHEYENNE presentation, “The 
Nature of Violence” (www.youtube.com/watch?v=styoemcI9zE).  His current project is writing the 
libretto for Locust: The Opera, the story based on his book about the disappearance of the infamous 
Rocky Mountain locust. 
 
 

“[Behind the Carbon Curtain] is a persuasive and stark portrait of a state, and by extension a nation and a 
world, whose public institutions have been dissuaded from taking climate change seriously because of the 
power accrued by the energy industry.” 
—Daniel Worden, coeditor of Oil Culture. 
 
"In The Infested Mind, Lockwood shifts from entomology to psychology to examine the fascination that 
first drew him to insects and the terror that later repelled him. His exploration of our complex relations with 
these critters makes for an engrossing book. For the entomophobic reader especially, the experience is at 
times thrilling (watch out for the photos!) and therapeutic." --Scientific American MIND 
 
“With the eyes of a scientist who is also something of a poet and philosopher, he is capable of describing 
the ‘once glorious rocky Mountain locust’ in grand terms. Lockwood makes a compelling case that he has 
solved what he calls ‘perhaps the greatest ecological mystery of modern times.’ Along the way, he tells a 
tale of the Old West that few of us have heard before, and he tells it exceedingly well.” 
—Los Angeles Times Book Review  

 
“[Locust] may be the perfect work of natural history … a terrific read, blending mystery novel, character 
sketch, deep ecology, and outstanding science. What more could a reader want?” 
—Roanoke Times 

 
 

Author website www.jeffreylockwoodauthor.com 
 



 

Story Catcher Festival 
The last day of the workshop is a FESTIVAL to celebrate the work emerging from our writing retreat, to 
promote writing and creativity in the region, and to highlight achievements of writers or 
figures associated with writing whose work echoes the spirit of Mari Sandoz. This year’s festival will 
include craft lectures and workshops conducted by our Mari Sandoz Emerging Writer award recipients. 
 

 
 
Markus Egeler Jones 
Special Guest Writer 
 
Markus Egeler Jones was born in a small town in the 
Appalachian Mountains of Western North Carolina. His 
family traveled back and forth between the hollers of 
Appalachia and the hills of Southern Germany, so he 
wouldn’t forget his German grandparents. He moved to 
Kentucky to earn an M.F.A. at Eastern Kentucky 
University’s Bluegrass Writers Studio. He continued west 
one state at a time, teaching at the collegiate level, until he 
landed in the Northwestern corner of Nebraska. He is an 
Assistant Professor of English at Chadron State College. 
When not writing or teaching writing he moonlights as a 
stone mason, or a house husband, or sometimes even, 
because it makes his wife happy, a bird watcher. The author 
of numerous published stories, his first novel, How the Butcher Bird Finds Her Voice (Five Oaks), 
will be available in April. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
TBA 
Mari Sandoz Emerging Writers 
	
Graduate students and others who have writing classroom experience (either 
as a teacher, student or both), and whose work shows promise, may apply 
for the Emerging Writer Instructorship. 
 
The successful applicant will be honored as the “Mari Sandoz Emerging 
Writer,” will attend the workshop events for free, will receive a small 
stipend and will lead one of our workshop sessions.  
 
See application for details.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Mari Sandoz Writing

 
MAPS and DIRECTIONS 

Chadron State College is located about 290 miles north of Denver, CO and 100 miles south of Rapid City, SD 
Highways 20 and 385 intersect in Chadron. For driving directions and regional and campus maps, please  visit CSC 
Page for Visitors: (http://www.csc.edu/visitors/location.csc) 
 
Fort Robinson State Park is about 30 miles directly WEST of CSC campus, on Highway 20 

 
 
 



Stay on Highway 20 as it curves around Crawford, continuing WEST Until you 
reach Fort Robinson, just a mile or so past the golf course. 

 
 

 
 
 



This map illustrates the primary location of our events. 

 
 
LODGE:  
Get your park permit here. This is also the location of the park RESTAURANT. 
 
BUFFALO SOLDIER BARRACKS: 
We will meet in the SQUAD ROOM for registration and for morning and afternoon 
sessions on WEDNESDAY. 
 
“Bricks” Officer’s Quarters 19B 
Those of you lodging in the quarters may move in starting at 5pm on WEDNESDAY. 
Our evening reception/cookout will also take place here—as well as the workshop 
sessions and readings on Thursday and Friday. 

 
 
Parking 
NOTE: that you will need an Entry Permit in order to park at Fort Robinson State Park. You can 
purchase your permit at the Main Lodge, or through the NGCP website: https://ngpc-
permits.ne.gov/NGPC-PS/faces/public/welcome  Permits are $5 per day, or $26 annual. 
 
CSC CAMPUS:  lots around the Sandoz Center and Old Administration are OPEN PARKING 
during the summer. 
 
 
 



 
Mari Sandoz High Plains Heritage Center: 
All Saturday events will take place here. For those of you lodging on campus, Edna G. Work 
Hall is right next to the Sandoz Center. 
 

Additional Information 

 
Climate & Clothing 
Chadron is approximately 3369 feet above sea level with a fairly arid climate and a lot of sun 
during the summer months. Temperatures during our workshop will typically be in the 70s to 
low 80s (occasionally warmer) with lows around 50. There is always a chance for a cool or damp 
day, so bring appropriate attire.  
 
NOTE: temperatures in June can be unpredictable, with highs in the 90s not uncommon—
cooling off to around 60 at night. We usually have fairly low humidity. (The “Bricks” Officer 
Quarters has air conditioning on the main floor, which remains very comfortable no matter the 
weather. The upper floors in this historic building do not cool quite so well—but the windows 
open and it is lovely at night).   
 
Most of our facilities will be air-conditioned. PLEASE BE AWARE THAT THE SANDOZ 
CENTER ON CAMPUS IS KEPT QUITE CHILLY SINCE IT ALSO HOUSES MANY 
MUSEUM ITEMS. You may want to bring a jacket to wear indoors for these sessions.  
 
in any of the outdoor excursions during your stay, be sure to bring plenty of sun screen and bug-
repellant (ticks can be thick in portions of our recreation areas). Be prepared for rapid changes in 



the weather as afternoon and evening thunderstorms can come up quickly. There are 
SWIMMING facilities at Fort Robinson, so you may want to pack a suit! 
 
Field Trips and Other Events 
There is much to do in our region, and a lot of history. In addition to the post-workshop excursions and 
field trips outlined in our schedule above, we have included materials in your registration packet about 
other recreation, sight-seeing and historical attractions that might be of interest in our region. You might 
also want to visit the Chadron City Webpage for some excellent suggestions about what to do in the area: 
http://www.chadron-nebraska.com. The CSC Visitors Webpage also has a good listing of resources:  
http://www.csc.edu/visitors/resources 
   
Dining 
Your program lists when meals will be on your own. Here is a list of dining options: 
 
The Fort Robinson Inn/Restaurant in the Main Lodge is open from 6:30 AM to 9pm daily, and starts 
serving lunch at 10:30 AM. A list of other dining options in nearby Crawford is included in your packet.  
 
In Crawford: 
Popular choices along Highway 20 within just a few miles of Fort Robinson include:  

• Staabs Drive In (grill and ice-cream stop)	110 McPherson St 
• Perrenial Haus (Espresso/Coffee) 120 Mc Pherson St  
• Dairy Sweet (great smoked BBQ) 3554 US-20, 
• Ranch House (full service restaurant in an historic building): Downtown 445 2nd St. 
• R-Bar (bar and grill/diner): Downtown 342 2nd St 
• Tailgate (bar and grill): Downtown 303 2nd St 
• Two Convenience stores/gas stations along HWY 20, and a small grocery store downtown 

 
In Chadron: 
• Arby’s 440 W 3rd  
• Bean Broker Coffee House (full lunch menu) 202 W 2nd  
• Cakes And Etc. (Bakery & Sandwiches) 237 Morehead   
• China House Restaurant 1240 Hwy 20 
• Country Kitchen 1250 W. 10th  
• Daily Grind Coffee House (sandwiches and baked goods) 219 

Main 
• Daylight Donuts/Bakery (Lunch items as well) 231 E. 3rd  
• Donald’s Drive In  (Diner & Hot Stuff Pizza Delivery) 448 E 3rd 
• Escaramuza (Mexican) 410 W. 3rd 
• EJ’s BBQ  & Take-Out 273 Main St.  
• Fryday’s 120 Bar and Grill 120 W. 2nd  
• Helen’s Pancake & Steak House & The Grove Bar & Grill 950 

W Highway 20 
• McDonald’s 1180 W Highway 20 
• Pizza Hut 500 W 3rd St. 
• Safeway (Deli Counter) 230 Morehead 
• Subway 1250 W. Highway 20 
• Taco Johns 1310 U.S. 20 
• Wilds (Bar and Grill) 216 West 2nd  
• The Ridge (Bar and Grill) 164 Main  

 
 
LODGING 
Those traveling from afar will want a place to stay in the region on Monday night, and Friday 
night. Here are some options: 

2016	Festival	Participants	Enjoy	a	Bean	Broker	Lunch		



 
At Fort Robinson: 

• The historic lodge has 22 rooms, with single queen or two double beds. There are also 
cabins available, and a campground with hookups and a tent area. These all fill up 
quickly during the summer, so reserve early. (308) 665-2900 
outdoornebraska.gov/fortrobinson & nebraskastateparks.reserveamerica.com 

 
In Crawford: 

• Hilltop Motel  304 McPherson St -- (308) 665-1144   
https://www.facebook.com/HilltopMotelCrawford/?rf=121487524531374 

 
 
In Chadron: 

• Best Western West Hills Inn 1100 W 10th St -- Phone: (308) 432-3305 
http://bestwesternnebraska.com/hotels/best-western-west-hills-inn 

 
• Super 8  840 W. HWY 20 -- Phone: (308) 432-4471 

https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/super-8/chadron-nebraska/super-8-chadron-ne/overview 
 

• Westerner Motel  300 Oak St -- Phone: (308) 432-5577 or 5595 
http://www.westernerinns.com 

 
• Grand Westerner Motel  1050 W. Highway 20 -- Phone: (308) 432-5595 

 
• Bunk House Motel  901 E 3rd St -- Phone: (308) 432-5591  

http://www.bunkhousemotel.qwestoffice.net 
 

• Old Main Street Inn 115 Main St. -- Phone: (308) 432-3380 (Stay in the Mari Sandoz Suite!) 
https://www.facebook.com/Oldemainstreetinn/ 
 

• Victorian Inn Bed and Breakfast 307 Shelton St -- Phone: (308) 432-5696 
http://www.chadronvictorianinn.com 
 

• Chadron Inn and Suites 755 Microtel Dr. --   Phone: (308) 432-3000 
http://www.booking.com/hotel/us/motel-6-chadron.html 

 
 
At Chadron State Park 

• Nine miles south of Chadron in the scenic pine ridges—cabins available and an extensive 
campground with hookups and tent area. (308) 432-6167  
http://outdoornebraska.gov/chadron   &  nebraskastateparks.reserveamerica.com 
 

At Chadron State College 
• CSC Resident Halls - $14.32 per person/per night/double occupancy 

The Resident Hall rooms are room with a bed and a desk. We do not have TV's, lamps, phones, 
refrigerators or other hotel accommodations. The rate above does not include linen (sheets, blankets, 
pillows, or any towels) and we do not have a cleaning service for the room while you are staying with us. 
Contact CSC Conferencing Office (308)432-6380. Mention that you are with the Story Catcher Workshop. 
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 (Some moments captured from the 2017 Retreat) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Nonfiction	Writer-in-Residence	Ken	Ilgunas	reads	from	“Walden	on	
Wheels”	on	the	porch	of	the	historic	officer’s	quarters	opening	night.	

Fiction	Writer-in-Residence	Lisa	Sandlin	gives	an	evening	reading	from	
her	novel	“The	Do	Right”	in	the	historic	officer’s	quarters.	

Participants	enjoying	an	evening	under	western	skies	

Cookout	in	front	of	the	historical	officer’s	quarters	on	opening	night.	
Mark	Halliday	shares	insights	with	an	emerging	writer	

	



 

Story Catcher Summer Writing Workshop  
 

 
2016 Retreat at Fort Robinson: Dan O’Brien serves up his “Wild Idea” bison at evening cookout and reading 

 
Scenic, affordable, friendly and accessible!  

A GREAT PLACE TO CREATE! 
www.storycatcherworkshop.org 

 
 
 

Cover	Image:	2015	Retreat	Participants	“Writing	Wild”	at	Camp	Norwesca	near	Chadron	State	Park	

 
	


