This year’s retreat is inspired by our “Frontier and
Remote” (FAR) location where we have invited writers-inresidence who have developed their talents from
environments and experiences quite far AWAY from this
region, encouraging participants to get outside themselves
and explore new places, genres and approaches from
diverse perspectives across the country and beyond.
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Set in the breathtaking Pine Ridge Region of
Northwest Nebraska, we will gather in the
historic buildings and scenic spots around Fort
Robinson State Park and will lodge in the 1890
Brick Officer Quarters. Here, our writers-inresidence will lead sessions focused on
crafting and improving our writing, providing
participants a chance to create new work to
then share and receive personalized feedback
during the retreat. This inspirational setting
fosters a wonderful writing community focused
on exploring the wild terrains of our lives.

Frank X Walker, former Poet Laureate for the state of Kentucky, is a Professor in the department of English
and the African American and Africana Studies Program at the University of Kentucky. A Cave Canem Fellow
and co-founder of the Affrilachian Poets, Walker is the author of ten collections of poetry, recipient of
numerous awards, and originator of “Affrilachia.” He has lectured, conducted workshops and read poetry at
over 400 national conferences, arts centers and universities across the globe. He is the recipient of the 2006
Thomas D. Clark Literary Award for Excellence, Actors Theatre's Keeper of the Chronicle Award and a 2005
Recipient of a $75,000 Lannan Literary Fellowship in Poetry. Walker regularly teaches in writing programs like
Fishtrap in Oregon and SplitRock at the University of Minnesota; currently serves as Professor in the
Department of English at the University of Kentucky; and is the proud editor and publisher of PLUCK!, the new
Journal of Affrilachian Art & Culture.

Marie Mutsuki Mockett was born and raised in California to a Japanese mother and American father, and graduated
from Columbia University with a degree in East Asian Languages and Civilizations. Her memoir, Where the Dead Pause
and the Japanese Say Goodbye (W.W. Norton, 2015), was a New York Times Editors Choice, a Barnes and Noble
Discover Pick, an Indie Next Pick, a Finalist for the 2016 Pen Open Book Award, a San Francisco Chronicle Best Book of
2015 and a Finalist for the Indies Choice Best Book for Adult Nonfiction for 2016. Her first novel, Picking Bones from Ash
(Graywolf, 2009) was shortlisted for the Saroyan International Prize for Writing, and a finalist for the Paterson Prize. She
has written for The New York Times, Salon, National Geographic, Glamour, and other publications and has been a guest
on The World, Talk of the Nation and All Things Considered on NPR. In 2013, Marie was awarded a Fellowship by the
NEA and Japan US Friendship Commission, and has also been awarded scholarships by the Bread Loaf Writers
Conference and the Napa Valley Writers Conference, and has been nominated for the Pushcart Prize. A Kernel in God’s
Eye (forthcoming from Graywolf Press), set in seven agricultural and heartland states, was a finalist for the Lukas Prize
for Nonfiction, awarded by Columbia and Harvard University’s Schools of Journalism. Marie teaches fiction and nonfiction
at the Rainier Writing Workshop, in Tacoma, Washington.
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Brad Aaron Modlin is the Reynolds Endowed Chair of Creative Writing at University of Nebraska at Kearney,
where he serves as undergraduate and graduate creative writing faculty. His book, Everyone at This Party Has
Two Names, won the Cowles Prize, and his short collection of short stories, Surviving in Drought won The
Cupboard’s Press annual contest. His nonfiction has appeared in River Teeth, Fourth Genre, DIAGRAM, and
others. His work also has been featured by On Being, Service Space, and Gratefulness.org. He holds an MFA
from Bowling Green State and a PhD from Ohio University. “Brad Aaron Modlin is a magician of fiction. Every
sentence in Surviving in Drought flings a new flash of wonder. He transforms domestic mundanity into surreal
miracles, impossibly won…. This collection will teach you how to breathe underwater." —Dustin M. Hoffman,
author of One-Hundred-Knuckled Fist
“To read [Everyone at This Party] is to recoil with recognition, and then to shoot forward with the courage
it provides via humor and the unexpected warmth of shared plight.” —Larissa Szporluk

FIND OUT MORE: storycatcherworkshop.org

WRITING RETREAT at Historic Fort Robinson:
Monday, June 17th – Wednesday, June 19th
With Frank X Walker & Marie Mutsuki Mockett

Registration All of the following options include opening night BBQ/Reception, Tuesday and Wednesday
lunch-in-quarters, light refreshments, and three nights lodging, Monday-Wednesday, at our retreat venue.*
•
•
•
•

General Registration: $350 (Includes one-year membership to the Mari Sandoz Heritage Society)
Current Mari Sandoz Heritage Society Members & Students (High School or College): $300
ADVANCED WORKSHOP: ADD $75 (must be enrolled in the retreat. Space is limited. Details below.)
Guest/Non-Participant $50 (This registration level is for spouses, friends and significant others who plan
to accompany retreat participants, and does not include access to the workshop sessions. We have a small
number of private queen rooms for couples.
o

ONLINE REGISTRATION OPENS February 12
§ DEADLINE: June 1, 2019
§ Space is limited to 25 writers. Early registration is encouraged.

o

Refunds: Due to limited space in the RETREAT, refunds can only be offered up to TEN days after
Registration. For planning purposes, there will be no refunds made after May 30 .
th

*This is a writing retreat, with an emphasis on building a
community of writers in our three days together.
Participants will not only share their writing in process, but
also the 1890 Brick Officer Quarters. This is a large building,
but be aware that sleeping accommodations will be
communal, with up to four individual bunks in some of the
rooms. (When registering you may indicate if you are
attending with another person, and if you are comfortable
with gender-neutral room assignments. We have some
private rooms with queen-sized beds available for couples.)
There is a full kitchen and refrigerator available.
If you prefer not to stay in the retreat venue, (or for those
traveling from afar who may want a place to stay in the region
before and after the events), rooms are available at the Lodge
(about $79 per night) or a nearby hotel in Crawford (5 minutes)
or Chadron (35 minutes). There are also camping facilities
available. A list of lodging options appears at the end of this
program. These costs and arrangements are your own.
NOTE: Many of our events take place outdoors and in historic
buildings. Participants should be prepared to navigate stairs and
for moderate physical activity in variable weather.

Advanced Workshop: Monday, June 17th
With Brad Aaron Modlin
•
•
•

“Advanced” because it occurs in advance of the retreat, and because it is tailored to writers who have more
developed drafts of writing that they would like to share in a small workshop setting.
Limited to EIGHT writers focusing on prose or poetry, with advanced, individualized feedback from Brad.
Pages will be submitted in advance of the workshop session, per Brad’s instructions.
COST: an additional $75 to the Registration fees outlined above.

Mari Sandoz Emerging Writer Instructorship
Graduate students and others who have writing classroom experience (either as a teacher, student or both), and whose work
shows promise, may apply for the Emerging Writer Instructorship. The successful applicant will be honored as a “Mari
Sandoz Emerging Writer,” will have fees waived for the Retreat and Workshop, and will lead a workshop session of their
design for the rest of the Story Catcher participants. A small stipend will be provided for their instruction and to help defray
a portion of their travel expenses. The application appears at the bottom of this program and online. Deadline: April 12.

Scholarships
A limited number of full and partial tuition waivers will be offered to support talented STUDENT writers this year. The
application appears at the bottom of this program and online. Application Deadline: April 5.
For more information about the workshop, updated schedule and registration information, please visit us at
www.storycatcherworkshop.org or www.marisandoz.org or email mevertson@csc.edu
(Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/storycatcherworkshop)

