Monday, June 17th – Wednesday, June 19th

2019 Writing Retreat “Far & Away”
This year’s retreat is inspired by our “Frontier
and Remote” (FAR) location where we have
invited writers-in-residence who have
developed their talents from environments and
experiences quite far AWAY from this region,
encouraging participants to get outside
themselves and explore new places, genres and
approaches from diverse perspectives across
the country and beyond.

Set in the breathtaking Pine Ridge
Region of Northwest Nebraska, we will
gather in the historic buildings and
scenic spots around Fort Robinson State
Park and will lodge in the 1890 Brick
Officer Quarters. Here, our writers-inresidence will lead sessions focused on
crafting and improving our writing,
providing participants a chance to
create new work to then share and
receive personalized feedback during the retreat. This inspirational setting fosters a wonderful
writing community focused on exploring the wild terrains of our lives.

FEATURING
Frank X Walker — Marie Mutsuki Mockett — Brad Aaron Modlin

WRITING RETREAT at Historic Fort Robinson:
Monday, June 17th – Wednesday, June 19th
With Frank X Walker & Marie Mutsuki Mockett

Registration All of the following options include opening night BBQ/Reception, Tuesday and Wednesday
lunch-in-quarters, light refreshments, and three nights lodging, Monday-Wednesday, at our retreat venue.*
•
•
•
•

General Registration: $350 (Includes one-year membership to the Mari Sandoz Heritage Society)
Current Mari Sandoz Heritage Society Members & Students (High School or College): $300
ADVANCED WORKSHOP: ADD $75 (must be enrolled in the retreat. Space is limited. Details below.)
Guest/Non-Participant $50 (This registration level is for spouses, friends and significant others who plan
to accompany retreat participants, and does not include access to the workshop sessions. We have a small
number of private queen rooms for couples.
o

ONLINE REGISTRATION OPENS February 12
§ DEADLINE: June 1, 2019
§ Space is limited to 25 writers. Early registration is encouraged.

o

Refunds: Due to limited space in the RETREAT, refunds can only be offered up to TEN days after
Registration. For planning purposes, there will be no refunds made after May 30 .
th

*This is a writing retreat, with an emphasis on building a
community of writers in our three days together.
Participants will not only share their writing in process, but
also the 1890 Brick Officer Quarters. This is a large building,
but be aware that sleeping accommodations will be
communal, with up to four individual bunks in some of the
rooms. (When registering you may indicate if you are
attending with another person, and if you are comfortable
with gender-neutral room assignments. We have some
private rooms with queen-sized beds available for couples.)
There is a full kitchen and refrigerator available.
If you prefer not to stay in the retreat venue, (or for those
traveling from afar who may want a place to stay in the region
before and after the events), rooms are available at the Lodge
(about $79 per night) or a nearby hotel in Crawford (5 minutes)
or Chadron (35 minutes). There are also camping facilities
available. A list of lodging options appears at the end of this
program. These costs and arrangements are your own.
NOTE: Many of our events take place outdoors and in historic
buildings. Participants should be prepared to navigate stairs and
for moderate physical activity in variable weather.

Advanced Workshop: Monday, June 17th
With Brad Aaron Modlin
•
•
•

“Advanced” because it occurs in advance of the retreat, and because it is tailored to writers who have more
developed drafts of writing that they would like to share in a small workshop setting.
Limited to EIGHT writers focusing on prose or poetry, with advanced, individualized feedback from Brad.
Pages will be submitted in advance of the workshop session, per Brad’s instructions.
COST: an additional $75 to the Registration fees outlined above.

Mari Sandoz Emerging Writer Instructorship
Graduate students and others who have writing classroom experience (either as a teacher, student or both), and whose work
shows promise, may apply for the Emerging Writer Instructorship. The successful applicant will be honored as a “Mari
Sandoz Emerging Writer,” will have fees waived for the Retreat and Workshop, and will lead a workshop session of their
design for the rest of the Story Catcher participants. A small stipend will be provided for their instruction and to help defray
a portion of their travel expenses. The application appears at the bottom of this program and online. Deadline: April 12.

Scholarships
A limited number of full and partial tuition waivers will be offered to support talented STUDENT writers this year. The
application appears at the bottom of this program and online. Application Deadline: April 5.
For more information about the workshop, updated schedule and registration information, please visit us at
www.storycatcherworkshop.org or www.marisandoz.org or email mevertson@csc.edu
(Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/storycatcherworkshop)

Monday, June 17th — WRITER’S RETREAT DAY ONE
Fort Robinson State Park
ADVANCED WORKSHOP
Buffalo Soldier Barracks Squad Room
• 9 A.M. to 9:30 A.M. Advanced Check-In
Continental Breakfast Provided
• 9:30 to 12:30 A.M. Workshop PART ONE
Brad Aaron Modlin: “Satellites Orbit Planets:
Finding Your Draft’s Gravitational Pull”
When we move from one draft to another, the first
question to ask is: What strength gives this piece its
unique identity? Let’s call this strength the planet and
the other elements the satellites. Revision involves
noticing how satellites/moons can reflect more light
onto the planet. Or discovering where satellites have
veered off course—and how the planet’s gravity can
bring them back.
2018 Poetry Session with H. L. Hix in the Buffalo Soldiers Squad Room
This welcoming, interactive workshop will focus on
participants’ writing, submitted to the group two weeks
in advance—up to three poems or up to twenty pages of prose.

LUNCH ON YOUR OWN
The Fort Robinson Inn/Restaurant in the Main Lodge is open from 6:30 A.M. to 9 P.M. daily, and starts
serving lunch at 10:30 A.M. A list of other dining options in nearby Crawford is included in your packet.
AFTERNOON SESSION: ADVANCED WORKSHOP
& RETREAT CHECK-IN
Buffalo Soldier Barracks Squad Room
•

2:30 to 4:30 P.M. Workshop PART TWO

•

3 to 4:30 P.M. Check-in for Retreat Participants

1890s “Bricks” Officer’s Quarters

5:00 to 6:00: MOVE IN!
Officer’s Quarters 16A & 16B “Bricks”

EVENING PROGRAM
6:00 to 8:00 P.M. Reception and Dinner
(BBQ in the Brick’s courtyard)
Special Reading by Brad Aaron Modlin

Dan O’Brien serves up his “Wild Idea” bison at the evening
cookout and reading for the 2016 Retreat

Tuesday, June 18th — WRITER’S RETREAT DAY TWO
Fort Robinson State Park
Breakfast 8-9 A.M.
You may make use of the kitchen in our old building, or gather for breakfast at The Fort Robinson
Inn/Restaurant in the Main Lodge before our morning session. (Pay your own way—full breakfasts are
from $5 to $8).
MORNING SESSION: 9:30 to 11:30 A.M. (generative sessions)
Frank X Walker: “Voice and Space”
(“Bricks” 16A Main Floor) Participants will create new
work born from Walker’s original persona exercises designed
to help them listen closer, build trust, form relationships, and
ultimately get to know the rich and varied voices they hear
when no one else is listening, particularly those voices that
are more energized due to the “ghost” tied to the history of
specific spaces.

Marie Mutsuki Mockett: “Love on the Page”
(“Bricks” 16B Main Floor) We live in a cynical age; readers

Poet-in-Residence Mark Halliday leading a morning workshop in the
Historic Officer Quarters “Bricks” Dining Room in 2017

are sophisticated people. But everyone loves a good love
story. So how can we write about something as sincere as
love without lapsing into sentimentality or cliché? We will
take a look at why, and how a few authors have written about
love in fiction, how they’ve invested romantic moments and
plotlines with emotional depth, and what love means to
them—and to their characters. Then we will tackle how to
write love on the page.

LUNCH
Meet at “Bricks” Officer’s Quarters 16A&B for complimentary lunch.
AFTERNOON SESSION
1:00 to 3:00: Writing Time
This time has been set aside for participants to work on their individual writing projects or respond to the
prompts from the morning session. Weather permitting,
field trips may be available to inspirational settings.
3:00 to 5:00: The Story Catcher Workshop
(“Bricks” 16A or 16B Main Floor)
This time has been set aside for participants to share
their work and get feedback from other writers and
from our writers in residence.
DINNER ON YOUR OWN
We encourage participants to gather for Dinner at the Fort
Robinson Lodge Restaurant
(Pay your own way—full dinners are from $12 to $20;
Sandwiches $5 to $8; soup and salad bar also available).

EVENING PROGRAM
“Bricks” Officer’s Quarters 16A&B
7:00 to 8:30 P.M.
Special Reading (Open to the Public)
With Frank X Walker & Marie Matsuki Mockett

2018 Fiction Writer-in-Residence Nina McConigley works
with writers in the living room of the 1890 Officer’s Quarters

Wednesday, June 19th — WRITER’S RETREAT DAY THREE
Fort Robinson State Park
Breakfast 8-9 A.M.
You may make use of the kitchen in our old building, or gather
for breakfast at The Fort Robinson Inn/Restaurant in the Main
Lodge before our morning session. (Pay your own way—full
breakfasts are from $5 to $8).

MORNING SESSION: 9:30 to 11:30 A.M.
Frank X Walker: “Landscape as Character” (16A
Main Floor) This craft lecture will focus on landscape as
a main character and sharing various poems from the York
Trilogy as illustration.

Marie Mutsuki Mockett : “Then We Came To the End”
(16B Main Floor) Whether your parents read you bedtime
stories, or you watched a lot of television growing up, (or both),
you were unknowingly imprinting on story structures that reflect
the culture you are from. What’s more, the ending of those stories
taught you to feel that a certain kind of resolution just seems more complete. In this talk, we will take a look at western fairy tales
and eastern fairy tales. We will see over and over how the stories overlap, but resolve differently, reflecting very different
worldviews. The beauty of this kind of story analysis is that it cannot only give us an appreciation for stories outside the usual
grab bag of patterns we turn to, but also may open us up to take greater creative risks, and expand our understanding of what it
means to be human.

2016 Retreat: Robert Wrigley’s poetry workshop in the historic lodge

LUNCH
Meet at “Bricks” Officer’s Quarters 16A&B for complimentary lunch.

Story Catcher Festival
(Open to the Public)
1:00 to 3:00: Workshops
Featuring Mari Sandoz Emerging Writers:
• Tor Strand: “Pace in Poetry (and Prose)”
• Jenna Goldsmith: “Trusting the Process:
Exploring Innovation through Poetries of
Procedure, Process, and Formula”
3:00 to 5:00: The “Story Sharer”
(open mic location TBA)
• This time has been set aside for participants
to share their work from the workshop
EVENING On Your Own:
• Dinner at Fort Robinson Lodge Restaurant or
in historic downtown Crawford (see dining
options at end of this program).

Mari Sandoz Emerging Writer Jennifer Ippensen leads a session
on the CSC Campus for the 2018 Story Catcher Festival

• Hayrack Cookout 6 to 8 p.m. (Reservations that day at information booth, $12 each)
• Post Playhouse 8p.m. Theater Performance: Disney’s Mary Poppins: postplayhouse.com/calendar/ (these
shows can sell-out, so consider purchasing tickets in advance)
• Field Trip to Toadstool Geologic Park: www.visitnebraska.com/see_and_dos/toadstool-geologic-park
(There are also many wonderful hiking trails and wilderness areas around the park for those who are interested.)

NOTE: All participants must be checked out of the Officer’s Quarters by 9am on Thursday.

Workshop Faculty
Frank X Walker
Frank X Walker, former Poet Laureate for
the state of Kentucky, is a Professor in the
department of English and the African
American and Africana Studies Program at
the University of Kentucky.
A Cave Canem Fellow and co-founder of the
Affrilachian Poets, Walker is the author of ten
collections of poetry including, Ink Stains &
Wartermarks (Dunkin Hall, 2017), Turn Me
Loose: The Unghosting of Medgar Evers
(University of Georgia Press, 2013), winner of
the 2014 NAACP Image Award for
Outstanding Poetry, and two collections of
persona poems exploring the infamous Lewis
& Clark expedition from the point of view of
Clark's personal slave, York: When Winter
Source: www.frankxwalker.com
Comes: The Ascension of York and Buffalo
Dance: The Journey of York (University of Kentucky, 2008 & 2004). Buffalo Dance was winner of the
Lillian Smith Book Award and named A BookSense 76 Spring 2004 Top 10 Poetry Book.
Walker is the originator of “Affrilachia” and is dedicated to deconstructing and forcing a new definition of
what it means to be Appalachian. A Lannan Poetry Fellowship Award recipient, he has degrees from the
University of Kentucky and Spalding University, as well as four honorary doctorates from the University
of Kentucky, Spalding University, Transylvania University and Centre College. He has lectured,
conducted workshops and read poetry at over 400 national conferences, arts centers and universities
across the globe.
He is the recipient of the 2006 Thomas D. Clark Literary Award for Excellence, Actors Theatre's Keeper
of the Chronicle Award and a 2005 Recipient of a $75,000 Lannan Literary Fellowship in Poetry. He has
held board positions for the Kentucky Humanities Council, Appalshop and the Kentucky Writers
Coalition as well as a government appointment to Cabinet for Education, Arts & Humanities and the
Committee on Gifted Education. He has served as vice president of the Kentucky Center for the Arts and
the executive director of Kentucky's Governor's School for the Arts.
Walker regularly teaches in writing programs like Fishtrap in Oregon and SplitRock at the University of
Minnesota; currently serves as Professor in the Department of English at the University of Kentucky; and
is the proud editor and publisher of PLUCK!, the new Journal of Affrilachian Art & Culture.
“The work of Frank X Walker is an eclectic, powerful mixture of liberating style, profound insight, and unwavering
organic connection to the intellectual, political, and cultural struggles of a people. He stands in the tradition of DuBois,
McKay, Robeson, Hughes, and other great writers, poets and performers whose contributions have transcended time
and space to give generation after generation pause and hope.”
— Ricky L. Jones, author of Black Haze
[Buffalo Dance is] “an ardently imagined and gloriously vivid first-person account of York’s awe over the munificent
and daunting wilderness, and instant rapport with the Indians he meets.”
— Booklist (starred review)
“And now York, finally, has a voice. The man who made the voyage, the man with all the hopes and dreams of
freedom has a voice, raises a song to his freedom, understands that his life was not his best self, only the best he could
do. Let us all raise a praise song to Frank X Walker, for giving voice to York. What a magnificent achievement.”
— Nikki Giovanni
[On Ink Stains & Watermarks] “In every stanza of this evocative and revelatory gospel, the inimitable X teaches us
"Something important about holding on, something more about letting go." He leans hard into the fierce, achingly
familiar and sometimes fractured realities of the black-lived life, and under his deft touch they unreel as stark cinema—
character-driven, rich with sensory, imbibed with their own selfish music and utterly, utterly memorable."
—Patricia Smith, author of Incendiary Art, Northwestern University Press
Author website: www.frankxwalker.com

Marie Mutsuki Mockett
Marie Mutsuki Mockett was born and raised in California
to a Japanese mother and American father, and graduated
from Columbia University with a degree in East Asian
Languages and Civilizations.
Her memoir, Where the Dead Pause and the Japanese Say
Goodbye (W.W. Norton, 2015), explores how the Japanese
cope with grief and tragedy and is set against the backdrop
of the 2011 earthquake, tsunami and nuclear disaster in
Tōhoku, Japan and her family’s 350 year old Buddhist
temple. The memoir was a New York Times Editors Choice,
a Barnes and Noble Discover Pick, an Indie Next Pick, a
Finalist for the 2016 Pen Open Book Award, a San
Francisco Chronicle Best Book of 2015 and a Finalist for
the Indies Choice Best Book for Adult Nonfiction for 2016.
Her first novel, Picking Bones from Ash (Graywolf, 2009)
was shortlisted for the Saroyan International Prize for
Writing, and a finalist for the Paterson Prize. Her
essay, “Letter from a Japanese Crematorium,” was
anthologized in Norton’s Best Creative Nonfiction 3. She
has written for The New York Times, Salon, National
Geographic, Glamour, and other publications and has been
a guest on The World, Talk of the Nation and All Things
Considered on NPR.

Photo by Sylvie Rosokoff (mariemockett.com)

She enjoys speaking to the public about Japan, modern attitudes toward religion and spirituality and
seeing through unconscious bias.
In 2013, Marie was awarded a Fellowship by the NEA and Japan US Friendship Commission, which
enabled her to live in Japan. While there, she was featured in the NHK (Japanese National Broadcasting)
Documentary, Venerating the Departed, which was broadcast internationally several times. Marie has
also been award scholarships by the Bread Loaf Writers Conference and the Napa Valley Writers
Conference, and has been nominated for the Pushcart Prize.
Her work in progress, A Kernel in God’s Eye, is set in seven agricultural and heartland states, and is
forthcoming from Graywolf Press; Kernal was a finalist for the Lukas Prize for Nonfiction, awarded by
Columbia and Harvard University’s Schools of Journalism.
Marie teaches fiction and nonfiction at the Rainier Writing Workshop, in Tacoma, Washington. She lives in
San Francisco with her husband and son.
[Where the Dead Pause the Japanese Say Goodbye] “A poignant spiritual journey through Japan…Touching on
themes of modernity and tradition, Mockett takes part in various religious customs to come to terms with her grief and
understand her mixed-cultural heritage.”
— Publishers Weekly
[Where the Dead Pause the Japanese Say Goodbye] “Mockett mixes memoir, travelog and a study of the sociology of
death to look at how the unique character of Japanese spirituality helps individuals and the nation cope with loss…This
illuminating journey through loss, faith and perseverance will appeal to both readers of Pico Iyer and current nonfiction
on death culture…The author’s unique access to Buddhist priests gives the reader a rare view into one of the richest
death cultures in the world.”
— STARRED REVIEW, Library Journal
“[Picking Bones from Ash], so firmly anchored in a sensuous reality, veers into a dream world. A reader has the sense
that even the author was driven by her most powerful character: the original mother, raising her daughter alone,
shunned by villagers, forced to make decisions that haunt her descendants.”
— L.A. Times
[Picking Bones from Ash] “A book of intelligence and heart. As Mockett reveals, the ghosts of our mothers are always
within us
— Amy Tan

Author website: http://www.mariemockett.com

Brad Aaron Modlin

Brad Aaron Modlin is the Reynolds Endowed Chair of Creative Writing at University of
Nebraska at Kearney, where he serves as undergraduate and graduate creative writing
faculty. His book, Everyone at This Party Has Two Names, won the Cowles Prize, and his
short collection of short stories, Surviving in Drought won The Cupboard’s Press annual
contest. His nonfiction has appeared in River Teeth, Fourth Genre, DIAGRAM, and
others. His work also has been featured by On Being, Service Space,
and Gratefulness.org. He holds an MFA from Bowling Green State and a PhD from Ohio
University.
“Brad Aaron Modlin is a magician of fiction. Every sentence in Surviving in Drought flings a new flash
of wonder. He transforms domestic mundanity into surreal miracles, impossibly won. The happy family
life modeled from sitcoms is flipped, submerged, cast in a sea of glittering bubbles. But Modlin’s
drowning world isn’t only doom and apocalypse. There is indeed survival and perhaps rebirth, as he
reacquaints us with a world we’ve always known for the lie it is and the truth it can become. This
gorgeously ornate collection of stories offers hope after the world is drowned. Modlin promises us humor,
awe, kindness, and so much love lost and gained. This collection will teach you how to breathe
underwater."
—Dustin M. Hoffman, author of One-Hundred-Knuckled Fist
“To read [Everyone at This Party] is to recoil with recognition, and then to shoot forward with the
courage it provides via humor and the unexpected warmth of shared plight.”
—Larissa Szporluk
“Full of essential solitudes though simultaneously lit by ‘a whore’s lightbulb against a star sky,’ the
poems in [Everyone at This Party] are remarkable for their candor, for their wit, for their urge toward and
into new moods and new modes. These poems, reminiscent of Beckian Fritz Goldberg and Norman
Dubie, ask, ‘touch me here,’ and we do, and we emerge humored but also transformed. In prose and in
verse, the poems here, much like the book’s title, have two names: holy and brilliant.”
—Gary McDowell, author of Mysteries in a World That Thinks There Are None, co-editor of The
Rose Metal Press Field Guide to Prose Poetry

“For anyone burdened by the weight of modernity, forget the chicken soup; pick up Brad Modlin’s
wonderful book of poems.”
—George Hovis
Author website www.bradaaronmodlin.com

Story Catcher Festival
Fort Robinson State Park – Afternoon of Wednesday, June 19th – Free and Open to the Public

Mari Sandoz Emerging Writer
Tor Strand
Tor Strand graduated Linfield College in McMinnville, Oregon in
May 2018 with a Bachelor of Arts in creative writing. While in
school, he was a head editor of Linfield’s literary journal, Camas.
As a senior, he worked as the assistant nonfiction editor for High
Desert Journal and was the recipient of the distinguished creative
writing award given to one graduating senior each year.
Last fall, Tor was a finalist for a Fishtrap fellowship. He has
poetry published or forthcoming in CatheXis Northwest Press,
Caustic Frolic, Projector Magazine, and others. He currently lives
in Anchorage, Alaska where he enjoys any good hike, the
occasional backpacking trip, and the forever summer sun.

Mari Sandoz Emerging Writer
Jenna Goldsmith
Jenna Goldsmith is a poet and the Instructor of Writing at
Oregon State University Cascades. She is the inaugural
recipient of the Kentucky Writers Fellowship from the Baltic
Writing Residency, and has had poetry featured in Rabbit
Catastrophe Review, New Delta Review, and Utterance, among
other venues.
A Midwest poet by training and in temperament, Jenna
currently resides in Bend, Oregon.

The “Story Sharer”
(open mic reading and contest)
We will wrap up the retreat and festival with an opportunity for all the workshop participants to read
from their work. Details will be finalized at the retreat, but here are some general guidelines:
• Depending on number of participants, plan to read for about 5 to 10 minutes.
• Out of fairness to everyone, time limits will be strictly enforced
• A sign-in sheet will be available throughout the retreat.
• Priority will be given to pieces that have emerged over the course of the retreat, and works in
progress.
• Organizers will work with readers in advance of the open mic to determine the best sequence
of selections and to insure that they will be in keeping with the spirit of the festival.

PRIZES will be awarded to the top presentations! (details will be outlined at the Festival)

Mari Sandoz at work in Bernard Hall for the 1948 Writer’s
Institute at the University of Wisconsin at Madison.
(Courtesy Mari Sandoz High Plains Heritage Center)

MAPS and DIRECTIONS
Chadron State College is located about 290 miles north of Denver, CO and 100 miles south of Rapid City, SD
Highways 20 and 385 intersect in Chadron. For driving directions and regional and campus maps, please visit CSC
Page for Visitors: (http://www.csc.edu/visitors/location.csc)
Fort Robinson State Park is about 30 miles directly WEST of CSC campus, on Highway 20

Stay on Highway 20 as it curves around Crawford, continuing WEST Until you
reach Fort Robinson, just a mile or so past the golf course.

This map illustrates the primary location of our events.

LODGE:
Get your park permit here. This is also the location of the park RESTAURANT.

BUFFALO SOLDIER BARRACKS:
We will meet in the SQUAD ROOM for registration and for morning and afternoon
sessions on TUESDAY.

“Bricks” Officer’s Quarters 16A&B
Those of you lodging in the quarters may move in starting at 5p.m. on TUESDAY. Our
evening reception/cookout will also take place here—as well as the workshop sessions
and readings on Wednesday and Thursday.

Parking
NOTE: that you will need an Entry Permit in order to park at Fort Robinson State Park. You can
purchase your permit at the Main Lodge, or through the NGCP website: https://ngpcpermits.ne.gov/NGPC-PS/faces/public/welcome Permits are $6 per day, or $31 annual.

Additional Information
Climate & Clothing
Chadron is approximately 3369 feet above sea level with a fairly arid climate and a lot of sun
during the summer months. Temperatures during our workshop will typically be in the 70s to
low 80s (occasionally warmer) with lows around 50. There is always a chance for a cool or damp
day, so bring appropriate attire.
NOTE: temperatures in June can be unpredictable, with highs in the 90s not uncommon—
cooling off to around 60 at night. We usually have fairly low humidity.
Most of our facilities will be air-conditioned. PLEASE BE AWARE THAT SOME BUILDINGS
CAN GET CHILLY. You may want to bring a jacket to wear indoors for these sessions. The
“Bricks” Officer Quarters has air conditioning on the main floor, which remains very
comfortable no matter the weather. The upper floors in this historic building do not cool quite so
well—but the windows open and it is lovely at night.
In any of the outdoor excursions during your stay, be sure to bring plenty of sun screen and bugrepellant (ticks and other pests can be present in portions of our recreation areas). Be prepared
for rapid changes in the weather as afternoon and evening thunderstorms can come up quickly.
There are SWIMMING facilities at Fort Robinson, so you may want to pack a suit!

Field Trips and Other Events
There is much to do in our region, and a lot of history. In addition to the post-workshop excursions and
field trips outlined in our schedule above, we have included materials in your registration packet about
other recreation, sight-seeing and historical attractions that might be of interest in our region. You might
also want to visit the Chadron City Webpage for some excellent suggestions about what to do in the area:
http://www.chadron-nebraska.com. The CSC Visitors Webpage also has a good listing of resources:
http://www.csc.edu/visitors/resources

Dining
Your program lists when meals will be on your own. Here is a list of dining options:
The Fort Robinson Inn/Restaurant in the Main Lodge is open from 6:30 A.M. to 9p.m. daily, and starts
serving lunch at 10:30 A.M.. A list of other dining options in nearby Crawford is included in your packet.
In Crawford:
Popular choices along Highway 20 within just a few miles of Fort Robinson include:
• Staabs Drive In (grill and ice-cream stop) 110 McPherson St
• Perrenial Haus (Espresso/Coffee) 120 Mc Pherson St
• Dairy Sweet (great smoked BBQ) 3554 US-20,
• Gate City Hotel & Grill (full service restaurant in an historic building): Downtown 445 2 St.
• R-Bar (bar and grill/diner): Downtown 342 2nd St
• Tailgate (bar and grill): Downtown 303 2 St
• Two Convenience stores/gas stations along HWY 20, the Dollar Store, and a small grocery store
downtown
nd

nd

In Chadron:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Arby’s 440 W 3
Bean Broker Coffee House (full lunch menu) 202 W 2
China House Restaurant 1240 Hwy 20
Country Kitchen 1250 W. 10
Daily Grind Coffee House (sandwiches and baked goods) 219
Main
Daylight Donuts/Bakery (Lunch items as well) 231 E. 3
Dominos Pizza 1519 W. 6 (next to WalMart)
Far West (Thai/Asian/Mexican) 410 W. 3rd
EJ’s BBQ & Take-Out 273 Main St.
Fryday’s 120 Bar and Grill 120 W. 2nd
Helen’s Pancake & Steak House & The Grove Bar & Grill 950 W
Highway 20
McDonald’s 1180 W Highway 20
Pizza Hut 500 W 3 St.
Runza 1426 West Hwy 20
Safeway (Deli Counter) 230 Morehead
Subway 1250 W. Highway 20
Taco Johns 1310 U.S. 20
Wilds (Bar and Grill) 216 West 2
The Ridge (Bar and Grill) 164 Main
rd

nd

th

rd

th

rd

nd

2016 Festival Participants Enjoy a Bean Broker Lunch

LODGING
Those traveling from afar may want a place to stay in the region on Sunday night before the
retreat, and Thursday night afterwards. Here are some options:
At Fort Robinson:
• The historic lodge has 22 rooms, with single queen or two double beds. There are also
cabins available, and a campground with hookups and a tent area. These all fill up
quickly during the summer, so reserve early. (308) 665-2900
outdoornebraska.gov/fortrobinson & nebraskastateparks.reserveamerica.com
In Crawford:
• Hilltop Motel 304 McPherson St -- (308) 665-1144
https://www.facebook.com/HilltopMotelCrawford/?rf=121487524531374
•

Gate City Hotel Downtown 445 2 St. (308) 665-1231 https://www.gatecityhotel.com
nd

In Chadron:
•

Best Western West Hills Inn 1100 W 10th St -- Phone: (308) 432-3305
http://bestwesternnebraska.com/hotels/best-western-west-hills-inn

•

Holiday Inn Express & Suites 227 Ash St -- Phone: (308) 747-2223

https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/chadron/cdrcd/hoteldetail
•

Super 8 840 W. HWY 20 -- Phone: (308) 432-4471
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/super-8/chadron-nebraska/super-8-chadron-ne/overview

•

Westerner Motel 300 Oak St -- Phone: (308) 432-5577 or 5595
http://www.westernerinns.com

•

Grand Westerner Motel 1050 W. Highway 20 -- Phone: (308) 432-5595

•

Bunk House Motel 901 E 3rd St -- Phone: (308) 432-5591
http://www.bunkhousemotel.qwestoffice.net

•

Old Main Street Inn 115 Main St. -- Phone: (308) 432-3380 (Stay in the Mari Sandoz Suite!)
https://www.facebook.com/Oldemainstreetinn/

•

Victorian Inn Bed and Breakfast 307 Shelton St -- Phone: (308) 432-5696
http://www.chadronvictorianinn.com

•

Chadron Inn and Suites 755 Microtel Dr. -- Phone: (308) 432-3000
http://www.booking.com/hotel/us/motel-6-chadron.html

At Chadron State Park
• Nine miles south of Chadron in the scenic pine ridges—cabins available and an extensive
campground with hookups and tent area. (308) 432-6167
http://outdoornebraska.gov/chadron & nebraskastateparks.reserveamerica.com
At Chadron State College
•

CSC Resident Halls - $14.32 per person/per night/double occupancy
The Resident Hall rooms are room with a bed and a desk. We do not have TV's, lamps, phones,
refrigerators or other hotel accommodations. The rate above does not include linen (sheets, blankets,
pillows, or any towels) and we do not have a cleaning service for the room while you are staying with us.
Contact CSC Conferencing Office (308)432-6380. Mention that you are with the Story Catcher Workshop.

2015 Retreat at Camp Norwesca near Chadron State Park
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Get Outside Yourself with English and Humanities at CSC! (www.csc.edu/english)
(Facebook: facebook.com/outsideyourself) (Twitter: outsideyourself)
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In addition to providing a beautiful meeting place for our workshop, the staff of the center have provided
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Story Catcher Scholarship Application
The Mari Sandoz High Plains Heritage Society and the department
of English and Humanities at Chadron State College are pleased to
announce that a limited number of full and partial tuition waivers
will be offered to support talented STUDENT writers this year.
Depending on the number of applicants and the merit of the writing
samples that are submitted, a variety of waivers will be awarded
(full or partial remission of fees for the Retreat and/or General
Workshop)
Each scholarship recipient is responsible for her or his
transportation and/or lodging costs (except for during the retreat portion of the workshop). Visit our web site for
further information about the workshop: http://www.storycatcherworkshop.org

APPLICATION
PLEASE PRINT

Name ___________________________________________________ E-mail ______________________________________
Address ___________________________________________ Daytime Telephone _(_____)____________________
City ________________________________________________ State _______

Zip Code_____________

SCHOOL NAME AND LOCATION

BY COMPLETING THIS APPLICATION YOU AFFIRM THAT ALL WRITING SAMPLES ARE YOUR OWN.
(evidence of plagiarism will result in rejection of the application or cancellation of the award)
1. Submit no more than 10 pages of prose or poetry. Manuscripts and supporting materials will not
be returned.
2. PLEASE INDICATE IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THE ADVANCED WORKSHOP as
well as the RETREAT. (consideration will be based upon your writing sample).
3. The deadline for application is April 5, 2019 (postmark).
NOTE: spaces for the RETREAT, and especially the ADVANCED workshop, are limited, and
applications will be reviewed weekly starting March 11, until filled. Early submission is
recommended.
Send application materials to:
Story Catcher Writing Workshop Scholarship Committee
Dr. Matthew Evertson, Director
Chadron State College
Department of English & Humanities
1000 Main Street
Chadron, NE. 69337
(308) 432-6462
OR EMAIL the above information and writing samples to mevertson@csc.edu

Mari Sandoz Emerging Writer Instructorship
Graduate students and others who have writing classroom experience
(either as a teacher, student or both), and whose work shows promise,
may apply for the Emerging Writer Instructorship. The successful
applicant will be honored as a “Mari Sandoz Emerging Writer,” will
have fees waived for the Retreat and Workshop, and will lead a
workshop session of their design for the rest of the Story Catcher
participants.
A stipend of $300 will be provided for their instruction and to help
defray a portion of their travel expenses.

APPLICATION
PLEASE PRINT

Name ___________________________________________________ E-mail ______________________________________
Address ___________________________________________ Daytime Telephone _(_____)____________________
City ________________________________________________ State _______

Zip Code___________ _

INSTITUTIONAL AFFILIATION & TITLE:

BY COMPLETING THIS APPLICATION YOU AFFIRM THAT ALL MATERIALS YOUR OWN.
(evidence of plagiarism will result in rejection of the application or cancellation of the award)
1. The deadline for application is April 12, 2019 (postmark).
2. Submit no more than 20 pages of prose or poetry. Manuscripts and supporting materials will not
be returned.
3. Submit your current professional CV/Resume or Background Information
4. Submit a proposal/lesson plan for a 75 minute Workshop/Writing Session that you would
present and lead at our workshop.
5. The conference planning committee will review the applications and contact recipients by April
23.
Send application materials to:
Story Catcher Writing Workshop Scholarship Committee
Dr. Matthew Evertson, Director
Chadron State College
Department of English & Humanities
1000 Main Street
Chadron, NE. 69337
(308) 432-6462
OR EMAIL the above information and writing samples to mevertson@csc.edu

SCENES FROM THE 2018 RETREAT

Field trip to Toadstool Geological Park

Nina McConigley leads a session on fiction writing in
the historic Officers Quarters Living Room

Markus Jones reads from his novel to cap off the first day of the retreat

Field Trip to Toadstool Geological Park

Jeff Lockwood leads a morning workshop focused on short prose

H. L. Hix leads a poetry session in the historic Buffalo Soldiers Squad Room

Scenic, affordable, friendly and accessible!
A GREAT PLACE TO CREATE!

Writers take inspiration from Soldier Creek in an afternoon session

