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ENG 136-0100, Lecture/Face-to-Face 
Topics in Writing (Ecocomposition) 

Spring 2019, T/R 2:00-3:15 PM, ADM 136 
Chadron State College 

 

Part 1: Course Information 

Instructor Information 
Instructor: Dr. Matthew Evertson 
Office: Old Admin 206 
Office Phone: 308-432-6462 
E-mail: mevertson@csc.edu 
Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 3-4 PM; Tuesday & Thursday 9 to 11 AM 
and by appointment. 
CSC Online Address: (https://online.csc.edu/) 

Credit hours  
3 credit hours 

Course Description 
Catalog Description: Each section of this course will focus upon a specific 
issue or theme that students will explore through diverse writing situations, 
composing texts that make appropriate use of evidence and conventions. Topics 
will vary. Prerequisites: See the placement matrix in Essential Studies for 
further details. 
 

Textbook & Course Materials 
Required Text(s) 

Environmental and Nature Writing 
by Sean Prentiss and Joe Wilkins 
Publisher: Bloomsbury (2017) 
ISBN: 978-1-4725-9253-8 

 

Recommended Texts & Instructional Materials 

Concise Rules of APA Style, 6th Ed. 
by American Psychological Association 
Publisher: APA, 2010: 1-4338-0560-X 
(Widely-available online in used format. You can access much of this 
information online as well) 
 
Additional Readings Posted Online 
  

• Assigned Texts in Class: Since our class focuses on reading and writing, 
you must bring the assigned reading materials to each class meeting. If you 
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do not have your text for class, you will be counted "absent" for that day 
and lose your attendance points. If you have trouble securing a text for the 
class, contact your instructor. 

 

Method(s) of Instruction  
Think of this class as a "writing lab" where you will learn by doing--with 
encouragement, feedback and support from your instructor and your peers. We 
will focus a great deal on the writing process throughout the semester with 
invention and prewriting, heuristics, planning, drafting and revising--among 
other compositional practices--to help us develop our written texts as we move 
from our PRIVATE writing processes to our final drafts intended for a real, 
immediate PUBLIC audience. Class discussions generated from our readings and 
the current trends surrounding our current studies—and anticipated professional 
lives—will help to train our critical thinking and reasoning skills. 

 

Working Online: All of your writing projects and every document, 
handout, announcement and link to important resources for this course 
will be posted online. CHECK OUR ONLINE SITE FREQUENTLY! Our course 
SCHEDULE is posted online and updated frequently.  

Occasionally, our course will meet ONLINE instead of during our normal 
class time. Watch the schedule and announcements closely for these 
online meetings. 

If you are not comfortable working in an online environment, then you 
may want to consider taking a different section of this course that does 
not rely so heavily upon online supplementation. 

 

Nebraska State College Board Policy 4141 
The Nebraska State College System, following the Federal Credit Hour 
Definition, stipulates in Nebraska State College Board Policy 4141 that a 3-
credit hour course must have 135 hours of learning activities by the end of 
term.  
 
In general, you should plan on TWO HOURS of student learning activities 
outside of class for every hour spent in class. Since we will usually meet for 
class three times a week, you should therefore budget, on average, SIX 
HOURS to work on this course outside of our class meetings, each week. 
 
However, some class meetings for this course will require more preparation and 
others less—and on some occasions, we will meet online instead of in the 
classroom.  

 
A combination of the following learning activities will support you in attaining 
the course Student Learning Outcomes described in Part 2 of this syllabus. Be 
prepared to devote the Hours per Week associated with each of the course 
activities or components listed below. 
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Learning Activity Total for Course 

Direct Instruction 15 
Class Discussion & Activities 20 
Reading & Analysis 20 
Homework & Online Activities 20 
Peer Review/Workshop 20 
Writing 40 

Total 135 
 
The actual hours spent on individual learning activities will vary from student to 
student depending on prior knowledge; however, 135 hours represents the 
minimum expectation for any student.  
 

**Disclaimer: The completion of the minimum time commitment does not ensure a 
passing grade. Achievement of the course competencies must be demonstrated 
 

Part 2: Student Learning Outcomes 
 
ESSENTIAL STUDIES OUTCOME:   
ENG 137 satisfies three hours of your Essential Studies Program requirement in 
the area of Skills, Concentration #2. The specific learning outcomes for the 
student are: 
 

Philosophy of Essential Studies 
Students are members of a broader society dependent on their 
meaningful contributions for its success. Chadron State College embraces 
this vision, recognizing the need to serve the region within the context of 
an increasingly global and more complex world in need of creative 
solutions to a never ending supply of challenges and opportunities. The 
Essential Studies Program at Chadron State provides an integrated, 
coherent learning experience to prepare students for a life of responsible 
inquiry. 
 
Skills  
Students will develop intellectual and practical skills, including 
proficiency in written, oral, and visual communication; inquiry 
techniques; critical and creative thinking; quantitative techniques 
and applications; information acquisition and assessment; 
teamwork; and problem-solving. 

 
2. Students will use writing as a tool for learning and thinking, and 
will compose texts that address diverse writing situations 
purposefully, making appropriate use of evidence and conventions, 
including Standard Edited English. (3 credit hours) 
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COURSE OBJECTIVES:   
Students will use writing as a tool for learning and thinking about a variety of 
ecological issues, and compose texts that address diverse writing situations 
purposefully in relation to this theme, making use of evidence and conventions 
appropriate to college-level writing. These projects will be highly flexible to 
encourage exploration in areas of YOUR interests and strengths.  
 

From a scientific standpoint, ecology focuses on the relationships of 
organisms to one another and to their physical surroundings. From the 
Greek oikos, which means “house,” and logia, which means “the study 
of,” the term may be applied more broadly to where and how earth’s 
inhabitants make their homes.  Inherently interdisciplinary, ecological 
study may focus on humans, animals, plants, the environment, science, 
natural resources, sustainability, community planning, genetics and 
evolution, ethics, politics, and much more. 

 
In the truest ecological sense, we will read and write about local interests and 
issues and emphasize collaboration as we interact within our own writing 
“biome.”  Thus, ecocomposition explores place, the effects that our 
surroundings have on our writing processes, and vice versa. 
 
We will explore examples from the writing of a variety of contexts in this 
general theme, and practice our own approaches to the following: 

• Creative Writing (essays or stories reflecting upon nature and our 
environment), 

• Informational Writing (exploring a concept or process that impacts our 
ecosystem),  

• Persuasive & Technical Writing (reports, advocacy or proposals related to 
a specific ecological issue under debate or discussion).  

 
Throughout this course, writers will: 

• develop an understanding of how members of a particular community 
conceive of and engage in the rhetorical practices of that profession, 
organization or group; 

• demonstrate understanding of the key forms and conventions of writing in 
particular professional, scholarly and artistic fields; 

• read critically and analyze rhetorically writings from these communities and 
use those lenses to frame their own discourses; 

• write collaboratively and in the different forms and styles of a profession, 
group or organziation; develop techniques for conducting research on the 
Internet and with other electronic databases; 

• familiarize themselves with the primary documentation styles within 
particular organizations, including APA, CSE, and MLA. 

 
The English and Humanities Department has adopted the following 
policies for all ENG 135 and ENG 137 courses. 
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• Students should expect to produce, on average, at least 500 words of 
original writing per week. 

• Students should expect to produce at least one essay of roughly 2,000 
words that does the following: (1) introduces a claim that will be defended 
using research; (2) anticipates counterclaims; (3) reflects an awareness of 
purpose and audience; (4) attends to the conventions of Standard Edited 
English; and (5) follows conventions of a selected Style Manual. 

• Students may not pass the course with more than two weeks of unexcused 
absences. 

 
 
Additional Learning Goals: This course will aspire to the nation-wide 
standards for First Year Composition adopted by the Council of Writing Program 
Administrators (WPA) in July of 2014.  A full copy of these outcomes are 
available in the resources area of our online site, and at this web address:  
http://wpacouncil.org/positions/outcomes.html 
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Part 3: Course Topic Schedule/Outline 
NOTE:  This schedule provides an overview for when major reading and writing assignments are DUE, 
with page numbers to Environmental and Nature Writing unless otherwise noted. When our class “meets” 
online, a LESSON will be posted by our normal class time (which you open by clicking on that link to the 
left under “course tools”). 
   
Tuesday 1/8 
Introduction to course 
  
Thursday 1/10 
--Read “Supplements for Week One: Why Writing Matters” in the LESSONS area and be prepared for our 
class activities related to these materials.  
  
Tuesday 1/15 
--Read “Supplements for Week Two in the LESSONS area and be prepared for our class activities related 
to these materials.  
  
Thursday 1/17 
BLOG 1 Posted in Forums 
 (Class Meets ONLINE in LESSONS) 
NOTE: Will be posted by 3pm 
  
Tuesday 1/22 
--Follow up on Blog Exercises and activities from Thursday 
  
Thursday 1/24 
 (Class Meets ONLINE in LESSONS) 
--READ: Environmental and Nature Writing Ch. 1 (3-12). Complete the activities posted in lessons.  
  
Tuesday 1/29 
--READ: Environmental and Nature Writing Ch. 214- (13-36).  
--WRITE: Choose THREE of the exercises listed on 34-35 (A-F) and respond fully. (We will go over your 
written responses in class). Each response is worth 5 points. 
  
Thursday 1/31 
 Begin PROJECT #1 
(Class Meets ONLINE in LESSONS--Will be posted by 3:15) 
--READ: Environmental and Nature Writing Ch. 3 (40-49). Complete the activities posted in lessons.  
  
Tuesday 2/5 
--READ: Environmental and Nature Writing Ch. 4 (52-65).  
--WRITE: Choose TWO of the exercises listed on 63-64 (A-D) and at least ONE of the prompts listed on 
page 65 (A-D) and respond fully in your writing journal. (We will go over your written responses in 
class).  
  
Thursday 2/7 
(Class Meets ONLINE in LESSONS) WILL BE POSTED BY 3:15 
--READ: Environmental and Nature Writing Ch. 5 (68-69). Complete the activities posted in lessons.  
BLOG 2 Posted in Forums 
  
Tuesday 2/12 
--READ: Environmental and Nature Writing Ch. 6 (79-91).  
WE WILL REVIEW THE MAJOR CONCEPTS OF THIS CHAPTER IN CLASS. Be prepared for a quiz or activity 
based upon your reading.  
  
Thursday 2/14 
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--READ: Environmental and Nature Writing Ch. 7 (94-103). Complete the activities posted in lessons.  
  
Tuesday 2/19 
Conventions & Mechanic  
(Writing Journal Check: 20 points) 
  
Thursday 2/21 
PROJECT #1 DUE (Submit by Midnight on Friday) 
Begin PROJECT #2 
ONLINE COURSE MATERIALS WILL BE POSTED BY 3:15 
  
Tuesday 2/26 
(Class Meets ONLINE in LESSONS)  
--Research and Documentation (continued) 
--Review the Model APA Paper posted in RESOURCES. 
  
Thursday 2/28 
(Class Meets ONLINE in LESSONS) NOTE: Will be posted by 3pm 
--READ: Environmental and Nature Writing Ch. 9 (117-25). Complete the activities posted in lessons.  
  
Tuesday 3/5 
Spring BREAK 
  
Thursday 3/7 
Spring BREAK 
  
Tuesday 3/19 
--READ: Environmental and Nature Writing Ch. 9 (117-25).  
--WRITE: Complete ONE of the Exercises (A-D) on page 124 for your WRITNG JOURNAL (We will go over 
your written responses in class).  
(Writing Journal Check: 20 points) 
  
Thursday 3/21 
MEET IN OUR CLASSROOM! 
--APA FORMATTING and CITATION REVIEW (Review	the	Model	APA	Paper	posted	in	RESOURCES). 
BLOG 3 Posted in Forums 
  
Tuesday 3/26 
--READ: Environmental and Nature Writing Ch. 11 (141-53).  
--Review "Value Rubric" overview posted in Lessons/Project #2: Informative Report/VALUE Rubric 
Overview (we will complete an exercise in class based upon this handout) 
  
Thursday 3/28 
(Class Meets ONLINE) 
POST YOUR DRAFT TO THE "ONLINE WORKSHOP (Project #2)" area in FORUMS by class time. RESPOND 
with comments to all posted drafts by 2pm on Friday. 
  
Tuesday 4/2 
PROJECT #2 DUE 
Begin PROJECT #3 
Research Report/Writing Portfolio 
--Review Project #3 Handout Materials in Lessons, including WRITING PORTFOLIO information. 
  
Thursday 4/4 
PROJECT #2 DUE 
--READ: Environmental and Nature Writing Ch. 12 (156-68). 
(Workshop Topic Ideas, set up conferences & discuss workshop schedule) 
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Tuesday 4/9 
TOPIC PROPOSAL DUE (By Midnight)  
--Topic Proposal Conferences (during class) 
--Review the documents in posted in the Project #3 Folder under "Sample Papers and Documents." We 
will review some of these in class. 
  
Thursday 4/11 
	(Class	Meets	ONLINE	in	LESSONS) 
Follow instructions posted in the Lesson 
BLOG 4 Posted in Forums 
  
Tuesday 4/16 
Mt. Rushmore and Crazy Horse Memorial Field Trip (details TBA: Students unable to attend will 
need to complete an alternative assignment online).  
  
Thursday 4/18 
We will not meet in the classroom, but instead meet with me in my office (ADM 206) for individual 
conferences to review your projects and prepare for workshop next week. Please have a current draft of 
your paper ready for me to review. We will meet in the following (Alphabetical) order: 

• 2 to 2:20: Natalie 
• 2:20 to 2:40: Zen 
• 2:40 to 3:00: Abby 
• 3:00 to 3:20: Marlina 

Tuesday 4/23 
WORKSHOP #1  (Abby & Natalie) 
WRITERS  : post your workshop draft 24 hours before class time. 
READERS  : respond with comments in the forum BEFORE CLASS 
  
Thursday 4/25 
WORKSHOP #2 (Zen &  Marlina) 
WRITERS  : post your workshop draft 24 hours before class time. 
READERS  : respond with comments in the forum BEFORE CLASS 
 
Friday 3/3 
FINAL DEADLINE FOR ALL PORTFOLIOS 
BLOG 5 (Final Writing Reflection) DUE 
(Our Normal Final Exam is 8 to 10 am) 
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Part 4: Grading Policy   

Graded Course Activities and Letter Grade Assignment 
 
Your final course grade will be based upon the percentage of points you earn 
out the total number of points possible by the end of the course. We will be 
aiming for roughly 1500 total points, but the final total may be greater or lesser 
than that. You can check your current percentage at any time by reviewing your 
grade online.  
 
Here is the grading scale:  90% to 100% = A; 80% to 89% = B;  
70% to 79% = C; 60% to 69% = D 
 

Formal Writing Projects: (700 Points) You will complete THREE formal writing 
projects this semester: 
 
• Project 1: Reflection (100 points) 

o Project one will be an essay or work of creative nonfiction addressing the 
general theme of ecology or “home” (or more generally reflecting upon 
nature and our environment).  

o 1000 words minimum, following the requirements posted online. 
 

• Project 2: Information and Description (200 points) 
o This project will explore a concept or process that impacts our 

ecosystem, presenting information and descriptions about the subject. 
This assignment will also introduce some research/library skills and the 
basic elements of APA citation format. Complete instructions will be 
posted online. 

o Group Workshop Online  
o 2000 words minimum, submitted online, graded with the VALUE rubric. 

 
• Project 3: FINAL PROJECT & PORTFOLIO (400 points) 

o A major REPORT where you gather information, evidence and materials 
to explore and write about a “real-world” topic from an ecological 
perspective. Topics can be wide-ranging, but will generally focus on 
persuasive & technical writing (reports, advocacy or proposals related to 
a specific ecological issue under debate or discussion).  

o  You will record your topic proposal, explorations, drafts and research in 
an electronic writing portfolio—culminating in a draft report that fulfills 
the goals of your project (generally, either an analytic report or a 
proposal).  

o 3000 words minimum with three sources cited in the paper, submitted 
TWICE: 

 
§ Workshop Draft (100 Points) submitted for in-class workshop, 

graded with VALUE rubric. 
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§ FINAL WRITING PORTFOLIO (300 Points) (submitted by the 
end of the course, final revised draft graded with VALUE rubric 
with an emphasis on revision (200 points) and 100 points for a 
fully-completed portfolio which includes 

• FINAL Polished DRAFT in appropriate citation format 
• Annotated Bibliography of at least six sources (three of 

which must be used in your final draft) 
• Post-Workshop drafts and revisions, with most recent 

revisions near the top 
• Plan of Revision 
• Workshop Draft with reader's comments 
• Pre-Workshop drafts and invention activities 
• Topic Proposal  

  
Writing Blog: (100 points) Over the course of the semester you will need to 
post informal writing responses to the “Writing Blog” forum online. Each BLOG 
is worth up to 20 points each. Requirements and grading procedures will be 
outlined clearly in the forum itself. 
 
Workshops: (300 points, estimated) For project #2 and #3 we will share our 
writing with our classmates who will then provide written feedback online (and 
in class). This is a lot of work, but an integral part of improving our own writing, 
as well as recognizing the traits of success and failures in the writing of others. 
In order to earn full credit for workshop, you will need to learn how to post and 
respond to online papers/files effectively. 
 
Classwork: (400 points, estimated) We will complete many activities in class, 
as homework or online that will measure your preparation for and participation 
in each lesson. Each activity or assignment will generally be worth ten to twenty 
possible points (sometimes more)--with the goal of accumulating approximately 
400 possible points by the end of the semester. Typical activities that you will 
be responsible for: 

• Attendance Points 
• Reading Quizzes 
• Grammar/Conventions & “Writing Skills” Homework 
• Online Discussions and Activities 
• Group Work in class 

 
NOTE: Quizzes, in-class writing and activities must be completed in class on the 
day they are assigned. They cannot be "made up" outside of class. Students 
who participate in official CSC activities, confront special or emergency 
circumstances, or who make prior arrangements will have opportunities to 
"make up" lost classwork points.  All make up work must be arranged within 
one week of the missed assignment, and it is the student’s responsibility to 
make these arrangements in a timely fashion.  
 

Late Work Policy  

Unless arrangements have been made BEFORE the due date or for 
special/emergency circumstances:  
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• Major writing assignments will have a clear due date outlined in the 
assignment handout. The penalties for submitting your process file late (or 
incomplete) will be outlined online for each assignment.  

• Late HOMEWORK will be worth no more than half-credit.  

• ONLINE ASSIGNMENTS WILL ONLY BE OPEN FOR 24 HOURS PAST 
DEADLINE (forums, quizzes and assignments will then close or be withdrawn 
and you will not have access to them, even for partial credit). 

• Students participating in official CSC activities are required to make 
arrangements BEFORE their planned absences. The college provides 
documentation for all students absent due to CSC obligations (see handout 
online for late work/absences). 

 
Writing Projects: 
Writing is integral to this course, obviously. Students who do not complete 
all three major writing projects in this course will receive a failing grade 
at the end of the term, regardless of your final point total. Some of your 
major writing assignments will be submitted to an online assignment area. 
Learning how to successfully format and submit papers and process files online 
is part of your writing requirements in this course. 
 
Final Grades and Progress Throughout the Semester: As college students, 
you are expected to track your own progress and fulfillment of course goals, 
requirements and policies throughout the semester. All of your grades will be 
posted online, and, with the exception of your major writing projects, frequently 
updated.  
 
Any projects/activities with a lot of writing, however, will take more time for 
your instructor to grade and comment upon. PLEASE BE PATIENT!!! For all the 
effort you put into a major writing project, imagine trying to read, critique, 
correct and assess each of your classmates’ papers as well! I will make every 
effort to keep you well-informed of your progress throughout the semester, but 
students anxious or uncertain about their grades or performance in the class 
should seek individualized attention and explanation during my scheduled office 
hours (or by appointment). 
 
Finally, I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so 
please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade 
illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to 
everyone such as asking for extra credit, extra assignments or trying to 
“negotiate” your grade as the term nears the end (or, even worse, after the 
course has ended). Instead, be in constant communication with me about any 
questions or concerns or uncertainties that you have throughout the semester, 
when we still have a chance to remedy such problems. 
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Part 5: Course & Institution Policies  
Academic policies, including the selected policies detailed in this syllabus section, can 
be found on Chadron State College’s Policy Website. 
(http://www.csc.edu/policy/category/index.csc) 
 

Student Behavior   
Class Attendance/Participation Policy  

The College assumes that students will seek to profit from the instructional 
program and will recognize the importance of attending every class meeting of 
courses for which credit is expected.  Responsibility for notifying faculty of 
absences, and for arranging potential make-up, rests with the students.  In 
courses that utilize an online format, students are expected to participate in an 
appropriate and frequent manner, as determined by course instructor. 
 
ENG 137 Course Attendance Policy: Because ENG 136 is designed so that a 
great deal of your learning will derive from in-class exercises that cannot be 
"made up" outside of class, we have to set some limits on missing class. At the 
beginning of each class meeting I will either take roll or pass around a "sign in 
sheet." Each student who is present in will earn 10 attendance points 
for that day. The following rules apply to those who miss class: 
 

• You will lose these 10 points each time you miss class. 5 points 
will be deducted for each time you are late or leave class early. (NOTE: 
Missing more than 1/3 of any class, beginning or end, is equivalent to an 
absence, unless we have made prior arrangements).  

 
• Students missing more than two weeks of class (four class 

sessions) must withdraw (or take a failing grade), unless we 
have made prior arrangements. 

 
• Students who participate in official CSC activities, confront special or 

emergency circumstances, or who make prior arrangements may be 
"excused" from class, but are not "excused" from class work. Such 
students will have opportunities to "make up" lost attendance points. A 
full handout outlining the procedures for completing make up 
work will be posted online.  

 
 

View the Class Attendance and/or Participation Policy on CSC’s Policy Website. 
(https://app.policyiq.com/ChadronStateCollege/Content/View/3432?Key=c320bad9-cae1-4820-
bac1-ec7a3b6d69ba) 

 

Academic Honesty 

Students are encouraged and expected, with the assistance of the faculty, to 
conduct themselves in conformity with the highest standards with regard to 
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academic honesty. Violation of college, state, or federal standards with regard 
to plagiarism, cheating, or falsification of official records will not be tolerated.  
 
Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an assignment will result at 
least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity 
of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to 
appropriate referral to administration for further action.  

 
The following acts are examples of academic dishonesty: 

1. Cheating – intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized 
materials, information, or study aids in any academic exercise. 

2. Fabrication – intentional and unauthorized falsification or invention of any 
information or citation in an academic exercise. 

3. Facilitating Academic Dishonesty – intentionally or knowingly helping or 
attempting to help another in an act of academic dishonesty. 

4. Submitting work that you composed for a different course without an 
indication that this work comes from a previous writing context, or 
without discussing the appropriateness of using such previous work in the 
course with your instructor.  

5. Plagiarism – appropriating or imitating language, ideas, and thoughts of 
another author, representing them as one’s own original work. The 
following acts are examples of plagiarism: 

1. Submitting an assignment that someone else has written and 
claiming the work as one’s own. 

2. Submitting an assignment that contains sections, paragraphs, 
sentences or key phrases that someone else has written without 
appropriately documenting the source(s) for each portion of the 
assignment not written by the student submitting the assignment. 

3. Submitting an assignment that contains paraphrased ideas from 
another source, published or unpublished, without appropriately 
documenting the source for each paraphrase. (Changing around a 
few words in a sentence from the source is not sufficient to avoid 
plagiarism.) 

Note: “Someone else” in the three statements above may refer to a published 
author, another student, an internet source, or any person other than the 
student claiming credit for the assignment. If an individual is unsure in how to 
document sources used within an assignment, they are encouraged to ask their 
professor or the reference librarian for assistance. 
 
View the Academic Honesty Policy on CSC’s Policy Website. 
(https://app.policyiq.com/ChadronStateCollege/Content/View/3419?Key=c320bad9-cae1-4820-
bac1-ec7a3b6d69ba) 
 
 
Please be aware that we use TURNITIN to check your work for plagiarism, and 
that most internet sources for papers can be easily "queried" by on-line services 
or by text search. If you download a paper from the internet, these sources are 
increasingly easy to find, compare and link to the work you are claiming credit 
for. Furthermore, most sites offering papers to download are either of such poor 
quality that they will not improve your grade, or of such professional quality 
that your instructor will question the source. Your professor reserves the right 
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to request drafts, copies of sources or other evidence of your writing process in 
order to diagnose writing problems or to verify and confirm your work. Students 
who cannot provide such evidence may be asked to resubmit the writing 
assignment on a different topic.  
 
PLAGIARISM AND WRITING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM: It could be that 
your writing in this course will build upon your previous work in this class, 
work/assignments you are completing currently for another course, or work you 
have already completed in other courses at CSC or elsewhere. This MAY be 
permissible, as long as you have approval from your instructor, and you clearly 
indicate in your writing what elements are from previous work (and cite or 
contextualize accordingly) and that the work you produce for this class is 
largely original, or a serious reimagining or restructuring of your previous work 
that meets the required purpose and audience for OUR class projects. Please 
meet with your instructor to ensure you follow the proper procedures for 
meeting our requirements. (Please include copies of the relevant 
previous/outside work when you submit your final draft to this course). 
 
If you resubmit writing that you have completed for a previous course without 
this FULL DISCLOSURE, then you are not being honest or ethical with your 
readers, your instructor or your classmates, and are subject to the charge of 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY and possible PLAGIARISM. 

 

Civility and Netiquette  

Civil behavior enhances the learning environment and is expected at all times. 
The academic environment welcomes a difference of opinion, discourse, and 
debate within a civil environment. All members of the class are expected to follow 
rules of common courtesy in all communications (including email messages, 
discussion, and chats). You may find these guidelines helpful: 

1. Clearly label posts and emails with a relevant subject heading. 
2. Use capital letters sparingly. THEY LOOK LIKE SHOUTING. 
3. Forward emails only with a writer's permission. 
4. Be considerate of others' feelings and use language carefully. 
5. Cite all quotations, references, and sources. 
6. Use humor carefully.  It is hard to "read" tone; sometimes humor can be 

misread as criticism or personal attack. Feel free to use emoticons to let 
others know you are being humorous. 

7. Use complete sentences and Standard English grammar to compose 
posts. Write in proper paragraphs. Review work before submitting it.  

 
Chadron State College welcome a difference of opinion, discourse, and debate 
within a civil environment. Racist, sexist or abusive language is not acceptable 
in civil, academic settings—including on-line environments. 

 
Courtesy in the Classroom 
 I expect students to be enthusiastic and excited in the classroom setting, but 
also mature and courteous. This courtesy includes not interrupting others as they 
speak, not interfering with class discussion or lectures and showing respect for 
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your classmates and your instructors. The following disruptive behaviors should 
be avoided in our classroom: 

• Arriving late for class 
• Talking while someone else is speaking 
• Interrupting others when they are speaking 
• Wandering in and out of the classroom (for drinks, bathroom breaks, etc…) 
• Sleeping/checking-out due to tiredness or boredom 
• Gathering books as the end of class approaches 
• Using devices/phones in class in a disruptive way 
• Using rude, derogatory or uncivil discourse 

Students interfering with classroom activities or discussions will be asked to 
leave. 

 
Lost Assignments: We will be exchanging a lot of materials in this class and 
there is always a chance that something might get lost or misplaced, or 
disappear in cyberspace. This rarely happens, but it is up to you to make sure 
you have extra copies/files of your work. If an assignment turns up missing, you 
will be responsible for replacing the work in a timely fashion. 
 
Children/Guests: For liability reasons, and in courtesy to classmates, only 
students enrolled in the course may attend our class meetings. If a student 
wishes to bring an adult guest to a particular class meeting, please make 
arrangements with me before class. As a safety rule, I do not allow children to 
attend our class meetings. 
 
Electronic Devices in the Classroom: Laptops, tablet computers, smart 
phones, etc… can be quite useful in a class such as ours, as most of us do most 
of our writing on a screen these days. However, such devices can also be very 
distracting in the classroom. As brilliant and engaging as your professor is, 
having ready access to the internet, email, text messaging and tweets can be 
hard to resist. Here are my policies regarding the use of these devices in our 
class: 

• DO use your devices to take notes, complete in-class writing tasks, or record 
important schedule items or contact information. 

•  DO use your devices to check our online Sakai site, or complete research or 
explore online resources in class when it is appropriate and with approval 
from your instructor.  

•  DO use your devices responsibly: turn down the volume, silence your ringer, 
don’t disrupt those around you. 
 

• DO NOT use your devices for any other reasons during class time (this 
includes receiving or responding to text messages, checking your personal 
email, surfing the web, gaming, listening to music, etc…) Anything that is NOT 
contributing to your writing or thinking for our class is a distraction, and will 
make your instructor grumpy.  

  
PLEASE NOTE: it is hard for me to tell when you are doing something legitimate 
with your devices (as spelled out above) and when you are not—so simply be 
prepared to defend your use. Don’t be offended if I check in on you from time to 
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time to make sure you are using your devices appropriately. Please be respectful 
if I redirect you from those tempting gadgets when they seem to be disrupting 
our class. Ultimately, if you cannot abide by these reasonable requests, then I 
will simply ban your use of electronics in our classroom altogether. 
 

 
 

Equal Education Opportunity Policy/Nondiscrimination Policy  
CSC is committed to an equal opportunity program to encourage admission and 
employment, and to provide procedures which will assure equal treatment of all 
students and employees. The College administers its academic and employment 
programs and related supporting services in a manner which does not 
discriminate on the basis of gender, race, color, national origin, age, religion, 
disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or marital status. Its policies are 
consistent with nondiscriminatory policy, including Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, as 
amended; and Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. The 
College’s written policy regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) may 
be reviewed in the office of the Director of Human Resources or in the Library 
Learning Commons, along with the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, and the rights provided.  
View the Equal Employment and Education Opportunity Policy on CSC’s Policy 
Website. 
(https://app.policyiq.com/ChadronStateCollege/Content/View/3443?Key=c320bad9-cae1-4820-
bac1-ec7a3b6d69ba) 

Equal Access 

Chadron State College works to ensure that all programs, activities, and 
services, including electronic and remote services, are accessible to people with 
disabilities.  Upon request, CSC will provide reasonable accommodations to 
ensure students have equal access to programs, activities, and services.  For 
assistance, contact the Equal Access Coordinator, Deena Kennell, at 
308.432.6467 or by email at dkennell@csc.edu	

Disclaimer 
This syllabus and schedule is articulated as an expectation of class topics, 
learning activities, and expected student learning.  However, the instructor 
reserves the right to make changes in this schedule that, within my professional 
judgment, would result in enhanced or more effective learning on the part of 
the students.  These modifications will not substantially change the intent or 
outcomes of this course and will be done within the policies and procedures of 
Chadron State College. 

CSC Mission & Master Academic Plan (MAP) 
Mission Statement 

Chadron State College (CSC) will enrich the quality of life in the region by 
providing educational opportunities, research, service and programs that 
contribute significantly to the vitality and diversity of the region. 
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MAP Priorities, 2014-2018 

CSC is committed to the achievement of tasks/projects that align with the 
following Priorities: 

1. Continue to implement and improve the Essential Studies Program (ESP). 
2. Define, develop, and promote co-curricular experiences that foster 

undergraduate and graduate student engagement. 
3. Create and implement a strategic vision(s) for teaching and learning 

technologies, teaching and learning center (TLC) and the library learning 
commons (LLC). 

4. Evaluate campus-wide processes for student recruitment, advising and 
retention; recommend a plan for continuous improvement. 

5. Study, create, and implement a strategic vision for the graduate studies 
program. 

6. Evaluate campus-wide processes for faculty and staff recruitment and 
retention; recommend a plan for continuous improvement. 


