
ENG 442: Major 
(Nebraska) Writers 

Fall 2021 – T/R 2 to 3:15 PM 

NO Place like HOME! 
ENG 442 is an examination of the works of one or more 
major writers in literature with consideration of the historical 
and cultural contexts in which they wrote. This version of 
the course will focus primarily on our two most famous mid-
century Nebraska voices publishing at opposite ends of the 
state, Willa Cather and Mari Sandoz. Additional prominent 
Nebraska writers will join the exploration—but our focus is 
not on NEBRASKA, specifically (and many of the works we 
read will be set in places across the country); rather, the 
primary lens we will be using is based upon the concept of 
HOME. Works have been selected to explore this theme 
from many angles, including the “home” of the family; of 
place and landscape; of people and cultures; of settlement 
and “settling;” and the greatest home of all, our ecology.   

This is a “hybrid” course—so you can attend live 
in the classroom (or zoom), online, or both! 

 

 

Fulfills (SLO) #7 in 
ESSENTIAL STUDIES 

PRIMARY MAJOR WRITINGS: 
• Willa Cather: The Professor’s House and The Library 

of America Edition: Stories, Poems, & Other Writings 
• Mari Sandoz: Slogum House and Love Song to the 

Plains 

ADDITIONAL VOICES: 
• Wright Morris:  The Home Place 
• Theodore Kooser:  Delights and Shadows 
• John G. Neihardt: The Giving Earth  

And selections from other prominent Nebraska writers: 
Loren Eisely, Weldon Kees, and other regional voices, 
contemporary and historical. 
FOR MORE INFO: 
Dr.  Matthew Evertson, Professor 
Department of English & Humanities 
Chadron State College 
(308) 432-6462 mevertson@csc.edu  

 
WEBSITE: For more detailed descriptions of the course, 
the readings and authors, its themes and useful links: 
outsideyourself.wordpress.com 
 

Mari Sandoz at work in Bernard Hall for the 1948 Writer’s 
Institute at the University of Wisconsin at Madison. (Courtesy 

Mari Sandoz High Plains Heritage Center) 

 
 
 

Willa Cather Writing, March 1931 (Associated Press) 


