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Course Description 
 

Catalog Description: An examination of works in the American literary tradition that treat the 
relationship between people and their natural environments. 
 
Philosophy of Essential Studies 
Students are members of a broader society dependent on their meaningful contributions for its 
success. Chadron State College embraces this vision, recognizing the need to serve the region 
within the context of an increasingly global and more complex world in need of creative solutions 
to a never ending supply of challenges and opportunities. The Essential Studies Program at 
Chadron State provides an integrated, coherent learning experience to prepare students for a life of 
responsible inquiry. 
 
Modes of Inquiry 
Students will build understanding of the human condition within its social and natural 
contexts. 

7. Students will examine the human condition through the different modes of inquiry as 
illustrated in the visual and performing arts, literature, philosophy, or religion. (3 credit 
hours) 

 
 
Course Content: Coast to coast, classic to contemporary, we will read a wide variety of American 
writers grappling with the age-old exploration of one’s place in the universe—charting an 
environmental journey in time and place, from the Redwood Forests to the Gulf Stream Waters, 
and many points in between! We will also chart the conception of nature and the environment 
from a broader global context—from the Romantic Reverence of nature in the 19th century, to the 
scientific determinism of evolution and literary naturalism at the turn of the century, to 
modern/post-modern conceptions of nature and ecology, to the contemporary movements of 
ecocriticism and environmental activism, Students in the course will produce their own writing 
that reacts to the nature of these writers, as well as their own responses to the natural world around 
us.   
 
Methods of Learning: Your most important task this semester will be to READ the materials, carefully 
and with consideration. You should come to each class period ready to discuss the works assigned--either 
to address issues and ideas not clear to you, or to argue and assert about your interpretation, reaction and 
understanding of the works. Our goal for most classes will be to answer a set of questions, ideas and 
curiosities that we produce, as a class, relating to our assignments for that day. Our discussions will 
continue online through forums and written responses of various types. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Additional Learning Outcomes: At the end of this course, students should be able to: 

• Identify the basic elements and conventions of literature as it relates to environmental writing and 
ecocriticism   in the Americas. 

• Identify major American writers who have gained renown and recognition in writing about the 
Environment and Nature. 

• Write critically and thoughtfully about works of literature 
• Examine, analyze and critique the major elements of any literary work (such as plot, narration, 

character development, symbolism, aesthetics and “sound sense” of the language, etc…) 
• Recognize and identify the value or worth of literary works relative to one’s own personal tastes or 

preferences (to differentiate between “liking” something and appreciating its artistic achievement). 
• Analyze what a given piece of literature is saying about our place in the universe, in nature, and 

our daily lives. 
• To discuss, debate and argue about our reading experiences and interpretations of challenging 

texts. 
• Find, analyze and critique information about authors and literature in the library and other 

resources. 
• Recognize the role of critical theory, philosophy and other intellectual movements in our 

understanding of literature. 
• Recall accurately and reliably the important “content” information about the major works we read 

such as authors, titles, names of characters and the important scenes and features that we have 
focused on as a class. Be able to identify and discuss such content in exam situations. 

Compliance with NSCS Board Policy 4141: 

The Nebraska State College System, following the Federal Credit Hour Definition, stipulates in Board 
Policy 4141 that a 3-credit hour course must have 135 hours of learning activities by the end of term.  
Since we usually meet twice a week for 75 minutes each, you should plan on at least THREE HOURS of 
preparation and activities for each of our class meetings. However, some class meetings for this course will 
require more preparation and others less—and on some occasions we will meet online instead of in the 
classroom.  Also, the actual time will vary from student to student and from week to week.  My expectation 
is that the following reflects the anticipated allotment of time to be spent for ENG 232 

    ACTIVITY      HOURS PER ACTIVITY 

Direct Instruction      17.5 
Class Discussion & Activities     17.5     
Reading and Analysis      50 
Homework & Online Activities     25 
Exams        5 
Writing Assignments      20 
TOTAL SEMESTER HOURS     (135) 
 
Disclaimer:  The completion of the minimum time commitment does not ensure a passing grade.  
Achievement of the course competencies must be demonstrated. 

 

Course Requirements 
 

Required Books 



American Earth: Environmental Writing Since Thoreau (Library of America) 
Ed. by Bill McKibben -- Library of America (April 17, 2008) ISBN-10: 1598530208 
 
Sisters of the Earth: Women's Prose and Poetry About Nature 
Ed. by Lorraine Anderson -- Vintage; 2 Sub edition (December 9, 2003) ISBN-10: 1400033217 
 
Desert Solitaire 
By Edward Abbey -- Touchstone (January 15, 1990) ISBN-10: 0671695886 
 
The Dharma Bums 
By Jack Kerouac -- Penguin Books; Reissue edition (May 27, 1976) ISBN-10: 0140042520 
 
The Log from the Sea of Cortez 
By John Steinbeck -- Penguin Classics (November 1, 1995) ISBN-10: 0140187448 
 
Not Just Any Land: A Personal and Literary Journey into the American Grasslands 
By John Price -- University of Nebraska Press (May 1, 2004) ISBN-10: 0803237073 
 
Natural Acts: A Sidelong View of Science and Nature 
By David Quammen -- W. W. Norton & Company; Reprint edition (March 30, 2009) ISBN-10: 
0393333604 
 
The Old Man and the Sea 
By Ernest Hemingway -- Scribner; Classic Edition edition (June 10, 1996) ISBN-10: 0684830493 
 
Supplemental Readings (poems, etc..) posted online or made available through the library. 

Grading: 

Your final course grade will be based upon the percentage of points you earn out the total number 
of points possible by the end of the course. We will be aiming for roughly 1100 to 1200 total 
points, but the final total may be greater or lesser than that. You can check your current percentage 
at any time by reviewing your grade online. Here is the grading scale: 
 

90% to 100% = A 80% to 89% = B 70% to 79% = C 60% to 69% = D 
 

Project #1: Reading and Responding: 200 points. Our first project will be a literary "reflection," 
rather than a formal analysis or research type paper. It will be divided into TWO parts (plus a 
discussion forum element), a written reflection on a story or work you have chosen to address 
from our reading, and a creative writing response in a form similar to the author you have chosen 
to explore. The assignment will be covered thoroughly in a handout distributed approximately two 
weeks before the due date. 

Midterm Exam: 200 points. Your midterm and your final will be taken on-line and may include 
objective, short answer and essay type questions.  

Final Project--Class Journal: 400 points. After midterm our class will put together an 
interdisciplinary “journal” focused on the themes we have been exploring in the course. (For 
example,	ISLE: Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and Environment is the official journal of 
the Association for the Study of Literature and Environment (ASLE) 
http://www.asle.org/research-write/isle-journal/ or Orion Magazine (https://orionmagazine.org) or 
Great Plains Quarterly, from the Center for Great Plains Studies at UNL, which publishes in each 
issue both scholarly and creative works from a variety of disciplines. 
http://www.unl.edu/plains/publications/GPQ/gpq.shtml)  
 
For this class project, each student will complete the following: 



• Contribute an individual Submission to the Journal: (200 points)  You will develop a 
research or creative project that will involve research/exploration of a theme or idea you 
see represented in the works we have been reading. (Full details will be outlined in a 
handout posted online) 

• Contribute to the collective “publication” of the Journal: (100 points) You will participate 
in online and class discussions that help to flesh out our journal and be involved in the 
process of “publication” (online, print or otherwise), including a short presentation of 
your individual contribution to the journal (either in class or online, TBD). 

• FINAL Reflection: (100 points)  In lieu of a final, you will compose a final reflection that 
relates your contribution to the class project with the other submissions, and the readings 
and themes we have covered all semester. 

Classwork: 300 points (estimate) We will complete many activities in class, online or as 
homework that will measure your preparation for and participation in class. Each activity or 
assignment will generally be worth ten to twenty possible points (sometimes more)--with the goal 
of accumulating approximately 300 possible points by the end of the semester. Typical activities 
that you will be responsible for: 

o CHALLENGE QUESTIONS (full instructions posted online) 
o In-class reading quizzes 
o Homework questions/responses  
o Online Discussion Forums 
o Group-work In Class  

NOTE: Quizzes, in-class writing and activities must be completed in class on the day they are 
assigned. Students who participate in official CSC activities, confront special or emergency 
circumstances, or who make prior arrangements will have opportunities to "make up" lost 
classwork points through substitute assignments. 

 
Attendance: 
Because this course is designed so that a great deal of your learning will derive from in-class discussion 
and exercises that cannot be "made up" outside of class, we have to set some limits on missing class. 

At the beginning of each class meeting I will either take roll or pass around a "sign in sheet." Every 
student present and prepared for class will earn 10 attendance points for that day. 
 

• You will lose these 10 points each time you miss class.  5 points will be deducted for each time 
you are late or leave class early. (NOTE: Missing more than 1/3 of any class, beginning or end, is 
equivalent to an absence, unless we have made prior arrangements).  

• Students missing more than two weeks of class must withdraw (or take a failing grade), unless we 
have made prior arrangements. 

 
NOTE: Students who participate in official CSC activities, confront special or emergency circumstances, or 
who make prior arrangements may be "excused" from class, but are not "excused" from class work. Such 
students will have opportunities to "make up" lost attendance points. A full handout outlining the 
procedures for completing make up work will be posted online.  
 
Late Work: 

Unless arrangements have been made BEFORE the due date or for special/emergency circumstances:  

• Major writing assignments will have a clear due date outlined in the assignment 
handout. The penalties for submitting your process file late (or incomplete) will be 
outlined online for each assignment.  



• Late HOMEWORK will be worth no more than half-credit.  
• ONLINE ASSIGNMENTS WILL ONLY BE OPEN FOR 24 HOURS PAST DEADLINE 

(forums, quizzes and assignments will then close or be withdrawn and you will not have 
access to them, even for partial credit). 

• Students participating in official CSC activities are required to make arrangements 
BEFORE their planned absences. The college provides documentation for all 
students absent due to CSC obligations (see handout online for late work/absences). 

Writing Projects: 
Writing is integral to this course, obviously. Students who do not complete all the major writing 
projects in this course will receive a failing grade at the end of the term, regardless of your final point 
total. ALL of your major writing assignments will be submitted to an online assignment area. Learning 
how to successfully format and submit papers and process files online is part of your writing requirements 
in this course. 
 

Your Responsibilities 
 

Electronic Devices in the Classroom: Laptops, tablet computers, smart phones, etc… can be quite useful in 
a class such as ours, as most of us do most of our writing on a screen these days. However, such devices 
can also be very distracting in the classroom. As brilliant and engaging as your professor is, having ready 
access to the internet, email, text messaging and tweets can be hard to resist. Here are my policies regarding 
the use of these devices in our class: 

• DO use your devices to take notes, complete in-class writing tasks, or record important schedule 
items or contact information. 

•  DO use your devices to check our online Sakai site, or complete research or explore online 
resources in class when it is appropriate and with approval from your instructor.  

•  DO use your devices responsibly: turn down the volume, silence your ringer, don’t disrupt those 
around you. 

 
• DO NOT use your devices for any other reasons during class time (this includes receiving or 

responding to text messages, checking your personal email, surfing the web, gaming, listening to 
music, etc…) Anything that is NOT contributing to your writing or thinking for our class is a 
distraction, and will make your instructor grumpy.  

  
PLEASE NOTE: it is hard for me to tell when you are doing something legitimate with your devices (as 
spelled out above) and when you are not—so simply be prepared to defend your use. Don’t be offended if I 
check in on you from time to time to make sure you are using your devices appropriately. Please be 
respectful if I redirect you from those tempting gadgets when they seem to be disrupting our class. 
Ultimately, if you cannot abide by these reasonable requests, then I will simply ban your use of electronics 
in our classroom altogether. 

Courtesy in the Classroom: I expect students to be enthusiastic and excited in the classroom setting, but 
also mature and courteous. This courtesy includes not interrupting others as they speak, not interfering with 
class discussion or lectures and showing respect for your classmates and your instructors. The following 
disruptive behaviors should be avoided in our classroom: 

• Arriving late for class 
• Talking while someone else is speaking 
• Interrupting others when they are speaking 
• Wandering in and out of the classroom (for drinks, bathroom breaks, etc…) 
• Sleeping/checking-out due to tiredness or boredom 
• Gathering books as the end of class approaches 
• Using devices/phones in class in a disruptive way 
• Using rude, derogatory or uncivil discourse 

Students interfering with classroom activities or discussions will be asked to leave. 
  



Civility in Academic Settings: Civil behavior enhances the academic setting, and is expected at all times. 
We welcome a difference of opinion, discourse, and debate within a civil environment. Respect for others 
and courtesy create a pleasant environment and improve learning for all. Racist, sexist and abusive 
language are not acceptable in civil, academic settings—including on-line environments. 
 
Lost Assignments: We will be exchanging a lot of materials in this class and there is always a chance that 
something might get lost or misplaced, or disappear in cyberspace. This rarely happens, but it is up to you 
to make sure you have extra copies/files of your work. If an assignment turns up missing, you will be 
responsible for replacing the work in a timely fashion. 
 
Final Grades and Progress Throughout the Semester: As college students, you are expected to track your 
own progress and fulfillment of course goals, requirements and policies throughout the semester. All of 
your grades will be posted online, and, with the exception of your major writing projects, frequently 
updated. I will make every effort to keep you well-informed of your progress throughout the semester, but 
students anxious or uncertain about their grades or performance in the class should seek individualized 
attention and explanation during my scheduled office hours (or by appointment). 
 
Finally, I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change 
(or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not 
apply to everyone such as asking for extra credit, extra assignments or trying to “negotiate” your grade as 
the term nears the end (or, even worse, after the course has ended). Instead, be in constant communication 
with me about any questions or concerns or uncertainties that you have throughout the semester, when we 
still have a chance to remedy such problems.  
 
Children/Guests: For liability reasons, and in courtesy to classmates, only students enrolled in the course 
may attend our class meetings. If a student wishes to bring an adult guest to a particular class meeting, 
please make arrangements with me before class. As a safety rule, I do not allow children to attend our class 
meetings.  
 
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism:  
Students are expected to conduct themselves in conformity with the highest standards with regard to 
academic honesty.  Violation of college, state, or federal standards with regard to plagiarism, cheating, or 
falsification of official records will not be tolerated.  Students violating such standards will be subject to 
discipline, as per campus policies articulated in the Student Handbook.  A full copy of the handbook can be 
found at http://www.csc.edu/documents/publications/csc_student_handbook.pdf.  Academic Policies, 
including academic dishonesty, can be found between pages 33-35. 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and 
may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to 
appropriate referral to administration for further action.  
The following acts involve plagiarism: 

• Handing in an assignment that someone else has written and claiming the work as your own.  
• Handing in an assignment that contains sections, paragraphs, sentences or key phrases that 

someone else has written without documenting the source(s) for each portion of the assignment 
not written by you.  

• Handing in an assignment that contains paraphrased ideas from another source, published or 
unpublished, without documenting the source for each paraphrase. 

 
Please be aware that we use TURNITIN to check your work for plagiarism, and that most internet sources 
for papers can be easily "queried" by on-line services or by text search. If you download a paper from the 
internet, these sources are increasingly easy to find, compare and link to the work you are claiming credit 
for. Furthermore, most sites offering papers to download are either of such poor quality that they will not 
improve your grade, or of such professional quality that your instructor will question the source. Your 
professor reserves the right to request drafts, copies of sources or other evidence of your writing process in 
order to diagnose writing problems or to verify and confirm your work. Students who cannot provide such 
evidence may be asked to resubmit the writing assignment on a different topic.  
 
 



Nondiscrimination Policy/Equal Educational Opportunity Policy:  Chadron State College is committed 
to an affirmative action program to encourage admission of minority and female students and to provide 
procedures which will assure equal treatment of all students.  The College is committed to creating an 
environment for all students that is consistent with nondiscriminatory policy.  To that end, it is the policy of 
Chadron State College to administer its academic employment programs and related supporting services in 
a manner which does not discriminate on the basis of gender, race, color, national origin, age, religion, 
disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or marital status.   Student requests for reasonable 
accommodation based upon documented disabilities should be presented within the first two weeks of the 
semester, or within two weeks of the diagnosis, to the disabilities contact person (432-6268; Crites 011). 
 
Disclaimer:  This syllabus and schedule is articulated as an expectation of class topics, learning activities, 
and expected student learning.  However, the instructor reserves the right to make changes in this schedule 
that, within my professional judgment, would result in enhanced or more effective learning on the part of 
the students.  These modifications will not substantially change the intent or outcomes of this course and 
will be done within the policies and procedures of Chadron State College. 

CSC Mission & Master Academic Plan (MAP) 
Mission Statement 
Chadron State College (CSC) will enrich the quality of life in the region by providing educational 
opportunities, research, service and programs that contribute significantly to the vitality and diversity of the 
region. 
 
MAP Priorities, 2014-2018 
CSC is committed to the achievement of tasks/projects that align with the following Priorities: 
1) Continue to implement and improve the Essential Studies Program (ESP). 
2) Define, develop, and promote co-curricular experiences that foster undergraduate and graduate student 
engagement. 
3) Create and implement a strategic vision(s) for teaching and learning technologies, teaching and learning 
center (TLC) and the library learning commons (LLC). 
4) Evaluate campus-wide processes for student recruitment, advising and retention; recommend a plan for 
continuous improvement. 
5) Study, create, and implement a strategic vision for the graduate studies program. 
6) Evaluate campus-wide processes for faculty and staff recruitment and retention; recommend a plan for 
continuous improvement. 
 
 



NOTE: Readings are listed with page numbers to the appropriate text for the day DUE. Please have these assignments read before 
class on those days. Always read the biographical and historical prefaces associated with each author/period.  When our class “meets” 
online, a LESSON will be posted by our normal class time (which you open by clicking on that link to the left under “course tools”).  
(Completed assignments appear at the bottom of the schedule weekly) 

 
CURRENT SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS (revised 01/12/15) 
  
Monday 1/11 
Intro to course 
What is Environmental Literature? 
 
Wednesday 1/13 
The Romantic View of Nature 
(see supplements posted in LESSONS) 
 
Friday 1/15 
The Romantic View of Nature (continued) 
(from supplements posted in LESSONS) 
 
Monday 1/18 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
NO CLASS: attend campus events or see www.MLKDay.gov for service opportunities. 
Respond to the Online Discussion forum 
 
Wednesday 1/20 
Selections from American Earth 
--Forward and Introduction xvii to xxxi 
--Thoreau 1 to 36 
--Solnit 971-74 
--Supplements posted in LESSONS 
 
Friday 1/22 
Selections from American Earth 
--Whitman 62-70 
--Review “Chronlogy” 977-1003 
--Supplements posted in LESSONS 
 
Monday 1/25 
NOTE: READINGS will be grouped by region: Eastern U.S., Midwest/Plains,  the Highlands, Desert/Southwest, West Coast, the 
Oceans, and the Wilderness in General 
Selections from American Earth 
--TBD 
 
Wednesday 1/27 
Selections from American Earth 
--TBD 
  
Friday 1/29 
Selections from American Earth 
--TBD 
 
Monday 2/1 
 
 
Wednesday 2/3 
 
 
Friday 2/5 
 
Monday 2/8 
 
 
Wednesday 2/10 
 
 
Friday 2/12 
 
 
Monday 2/15 
 
 



Wednesday 2/17 
 
Friday 2/19 
 
 
Monday 2/22 
 
Wednesday 2/24 
 
Friday 2/26 
PROJECT #1 DUE 
 
Monday 2/29 
 
Wednesday 3/2 
 
Friday  3/4 
 
Monday 3/7 
MIDTERM BREAK 
 
Wednesday 3/9 
MIDTERM BREAK 
 
Friday 3/11 
MIDTERM BREAK 
 
Monday 3/14 
MIDTERM EXAM 
 
Wednesday 3/16 
 
Friday 3/18 
 
Monday 3/21 
 
 
Wednesday 3/23 
 
Friday 3/25 
 
Monday 3/28 
Spring Break (no class) 
 
Wednesday 3/30 
CLASS MEETS ONLINE 
  
Friday 4/1 
Scholastic Day (no class) 
 
Monday 4/4 
 
Wednesday 4/6 
 
Friday 4/8 
 
Monday 4/11 
 
Wednesday 4/13 
 
Friday 4/15 
 
Monday 4/18 
 
Wednesday 4/20 
 
Friday 4/22 
 
Monday 4/25 
Journal Projects Due 



Class Presentations 
  
Wednesday 4/27 
Class Presentations 
 
Friday 4/29 
Class Presentations 
 
Tuesday 5/3 
Final Reflection DUE (Final Exam Period 3:30 to 5:30) 
 

 
COMPLETED SCHEDULE 
 
 

 



ENG 344 – Final Project: Our Class Journal
 

Assignment

Our class will put together an interdisciplinary “journal” focused on the themes we have been exploring in the course. 
(For example, ISLE: Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and Environment is the official journal of the Association for 
the Study of Literature and Environment (ASLE) http://www.asle.org/research-write/isle-journal/ or their more 
"mainstream" publication Orion Magazine (https://orionmagazine.org) or Great Plains Quarterly, from the Center for 
Great Plains Studies at UNL, which publishes in each issue both scholarly and creative works from a variety of 
disciplines. http://www.unl.edu/plains/publications/GPQ/gpq.shtml). We could even do something along the lines of 
The Sun, which is less academic in nature (but still ad-free): http://thesunmagazine.org

For this class project, each student will complete the following:

Contribute an individual Submission to the Journal: (200 points)
develop a research or creative project that will involve research/exploration of a theme or 
idea you see represented in the works we have been reading. See "requirements" below 
for details.

Contribute to the collective “publication” of the Journal: (100 30 points)
Submit a rough draft of your contribution(s) for the 'mock-up' journal (10 points)
participate in online and class discussions that help to flesh out our journal and be 
involved in the process of “publication” (online, print or otherwise), including a short 
presentation of your individual contribution to the journal (on our scheduled final exam 
period, in class or online, to be determined by the class). The class will work together on a 
theme, title and appearance for the journal.

FINAL Reflection: (100 points) 
In lieu of a final, you will compose a final reflection that relates your contribution to the 
class project with the other submissions, and the readings and themes we have covered 
all semester.

Requirements

Word Count: There will be a wide variety of submissions to our journal, so the word count will vary, but in 
general we should all be thinking of about 2000 Words Minimum. If your submission is less than 2000 
words, you can complete a "book review" to make up the balance. (Most journals of this type have short 
book reviews at the end of the publication).
SOURCES: If you choose a scholarly, creative non-fiction or scientific essay approach, you may need to 
cite sources. There is no minimal source requirement in this regard, but your final submission will be 
evaluated on how "effective" it is in achieving its purpose--and most of these types of articles have some 
sort of sourcing, including scholarly articles, journalism, interviews, observations, etc...
Follow MLA format for any in-text citations, and for your works-cited page.
Successful TOPIC PROPOSAL (see instructions below)
Submit to this ASSIGNMENT dropbox in the proper format for both your DRAFT and FINAL 
SUBMISSION. Your paper will then be uploaded to the TURNITIN site. Please follow these 
requirements:



Submit only one attachment.
Only use file types: Word, PDF, HTML, RTF, or plain text.
Always include file extension.

IMPORTANT DATES:

Friday 4/15: TOPIC PROPOSALS for  Journal Projects Due (follow instructions in ASSIGNMENTS)

Friday 4/22: DRAFTS of  Journal Projects Due

Friday 4/29: Final Journal Projects Due

Tuesday 5/3: Final Reflection Due. Class Presentations. (may be online or during our exam period 3:30 to 5:30)

 LATE PAPERS WILL PENALIZED ONE LETTER GRADE

Grading

The main part of this project, your journal "submission" is worth up to 200 points. Each project will require somewhat 
different grading standards that I will review with you when you submit your topic proposal. Rubrics/grading 
approaches will be shared with you at that time.

Regardless of the approach you take, the more organized and clear the paper, the more successful it will be. The 
voice behind the work, and the ideas and insight will be important as always. Finally, conventions such as mechanics, 
grammar, and format will have a bearing on your grade.

Resources

The resources and links that I have posted online may be useful for you as you conduct your research. The MLA 
International Bibliography, for example, is located on the second floor of the library, and in that general area you will 
find several other literary resources. The Dewey Decimal Number for literature is 800, and browsing those numbered 
areas will provide many resources right off the shelf. Our library houses several journals related to literature, as well—
you can search for such articles by using the “Article Database” (from the home menu on the CSC Library page--you 
can reach it by clicking the "Library Link" in our course menu). Once there, you will find THESE resources particularly 
useful for this project:

JOURNALS (All Subjects): EBSCO is the most extensive general database i the catalog--with proper 
search terms, you will find a number of articles and resources on your author/subject of inquiry. The 
other databases collected under this heading by the library may be useful as well.

JOURNALS (Language, Literature and Communications): The "Literature Resource Center" provides an excellent 
portal into several databases related to literature from "Gale Research" section which includes the Dictionary of 
Literary Biography (DLB) and Contemporary Authors (CA), and the MLA database, which are also available in hard 
copy in the reference area. 



SUBMISSION OPTIONS

(whatever approach you take, remember that if you do not reach 2000 words, you will need to write a book review to 
make up the balance of this requirement).

CREATIVE PROJECTS:

FICTION or POETRY: A short fictional story or a poem that you can justify would fit in a journal or 
magazine focused on nature and the environment.  Consider examples we have read throughout this 
semester.

CREATIVE NONFICTION: A memoir, exploration, or "true" story or profile about an interesting person, 
place or event that would fit in a journal or magazine focused on nature and the environment. Consider 
examples we have read throughout this semester.

SCIENTIFIC ARTICLE/EXPLORATION: In the spirit of David Quammen, you could explore an 
interesting idea, concept or issue that has a scientific or technological basis, and is related to nature and 
the environment in some way. You might focus on explaining a complex concept or idea--or describing a 
complicated process in nature. Think of issues related to your area of study.

PHOTO-ESSAY: take some photos of an interesting person, place or activity related to nature or the 
environment, and write some prose that explains and links the various images.

SCHOLARLY PROJECTS:

Research paper: analysis. If you feel confident conducting literary research, this might be a way to find 
additional information, interpretations and ideas about a writer or a work that interests you. Literary 
research papers typically follow the “analysis” format—you develop a thesis or argument about a work of 
literature based upon your own ideas as well as what you are able to discover and pull together from 
external secondary sources. For example, you may have a good argument for why a certain image or 
idea appears in a work, and secondary sources may be found to support and enhance your own thesis.

Research paper: historical/biographical. If you would like to explore the context of a specific work of 
literature or a writer, you might take a literary/historical, (“new historical”) approach. These papers try to 
gather biographical information or historical evidence to support an interpretation of the text, or to add 
insight and information that readers may not be familiar with, and which may help them understand the 
text and its time better. You might also apply current theory from “culture studies” to your work, trying to 
focus on the interaction of race, class and gender in the context of the text you are working with.

Theoretical/Critical approach.  If you are familiar with the philosophies and approaches of literary or 
language theorists, you might apply ONE of those “lenses” to a reading of a specific work. The most 
common critical approaches include feminist, new-historicist, psychoanalytic, deconstruction/post-
structuralist and reader-response. Sub-categories might apply an even more finely-focused lens, such 
as “queer theory,” semiotics, rhetoric, the theory of a specific figure (such as Lacan, Derrida, Bakhtin, 


