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Edit ENG 441 Final Class Project: Collaborative Novel Overview
(revised 11/29)

Final Project—A Modern, Collaborative Novel: 350 total points.

Inspired by what we have read in the class and our understanding of the basic features and techniques of the
modern novel, after midterm we will collaborate on a novel where each student will contribute at
least one chapter to the work. As a class we will construct an overarching theme/plot, setting and
narrative style/point of view (first person present vs. third person past, for example). Once the
basic parameters of this narrative world are established, students (or teams of students) will write
the chapters that make up our novel (or novella, depending on the final length and scope of the
work).  The grading criteria and requirements for each part of the assignment will be outlined in more
detail as we work through those parts of the project.

(Individuals or Partners) CHAPTER CONTRIBUTION: (200 Points)

Contribute an individual chapter to the novel. Inspired by what you have learned from our readings,
and following the parameters we establish as a class, you will write an individual chapter of the novel
focused on a single character of your creation, or on plot-points established in our whole-class
workspace. 

June 28, 1919: The Treaty of Versailles is signed at the Paris Peace Conference. 

Your instructor will craft a "prologue" or introductory chapter to our class novel which "sets the scene" of the
signing of the treaty. In the chapters that follow, then, each of your characters will react to this date/news in some
specific way that you construct, within the following parameters:

GRADING CRITERIA: Since this is not primarily a creative writing class, and since it would be unfair to judge your
contributions in light of the great artists we have studied this semester, your chapter contributions will not be
graded based upon a subjective evaluation of its "literary quality," but rather how well you attempt to address the
writing task. To provide some objective measure for your instructor, I will follow (with much latitude, since this is not
a creative writing class) the "Fiction Fundamentals" Rubric posted in this Lessons area. You will want to (more or
less) pay some attention to the PLOT or story/conflict in your chapter, the depiction of your SETTING, the
development of your CHARACTER, the STYLE/VOICE of the writing that makes your chapter distinctive from the
others, and, of course, your attention to the CONVENTIONS of good fiction--few careless (or unintentional)
surface/sentence errors, etc...

Submitted to ASSIGNMENTS no later than MONDAY, 12/12

Each chapter must be at least 1000 words, but no more than 2000 words. 
Each chapter must focus on a SINGLE CHARACTER
You can PARTNER on a character/chapter (no more than two students per chapter/character): but you will
SHARE the same grade for your chapter/character.
You can contribute more than one chapter/character, but only ONE will be graded.
For consistency, we will all use third-person, past tense, limited to the thoughts and perspectives of our
main character. (you can have other characters to interact with your main character in your chapter,
obviously, we just don't have access to their thoughts).
You can place your character in any location on the earth. Your chapter will have to signal, somehow, where
your character is located when he/she reacts to the news of the signing of the treaty. (And it needs to make
logical sense for your character to be in this location).
Your character must speak primarily English. Other than that, you can have whatever origin or background
you wish: whatever age, gender, nationality, etc... As long as the character is impacted in some way by this
news. (Your character may or may not have served in the military, may or may not have been over to Europe
to fight, etc.... We have a variety of characters in our reading this semester that have reacted to the War from
a variety of perspectives). 
Your chapter/character has to somehow relate back to June 28th, 1919, but you have wide latitude as to
how your character responds to the news: flashbacks to any period/actions that are relevant (reasonable
and appropriate to your character) prior to this date, flash forwards or speculations about the future, etc...
Just try to make it fit the overall theme of the novel which is a reaction to the immediate aftermath of WW I. 
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(Whole-Class) COLLABORATION: (50 points)

Contribute to the collective “publication” of the Novel by responding to the prompts
and exercises in the "Class Novel Workspace" in our Forum area online. You will participate
in online and class discussions that help to set forth the parameters for our novel, flesh out
its basic structure, and be involved in the process of “publication” (online, print or
otherwise), including a short presentation of your individual contribution to the novel in our
online workspace.  

(Individual) FINAL Reflection: (100 points) 

In lieu of a final, you will compose a final reflection that relates your chapter to the class
project with the other submissions, and the readings and themes we have covered all
semester. Full instructions will be posted in the forums area online

 

See dates and requirements in the FORUMS area.

Submitted to FORUMS no later than THURSDAY, 12/15
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FINAL Reflection: (100 points)  
In lieu of a final, you will compose a final reflection that relates your contribution to the class project with the 
other submissions, and the readings and themes we have covered all semester.

Please respond to the prompts below by MIDNIGHT on Friday 12/13
(late responses will be docked one letter grade)

FINAL REFLECTION
Based upon your submissions and your suggestions/discussions online in our work-
space, our class novel, PIECES, has been created. The PDF file is posted in the project 
area in lessons, and available by clicking this link: https://online.csc.edu/x/hLKsqr (the file 
is about 4mb, so give it a chance to download). 

Take some time to read through and review the contents of our novel. You will need to 
refer to these items in your responses below. 

QUESTION #1: Respond to CLASS NOVEL
What are your impressions of our class project? Based upon what we have learned about 
novels and novel writing this semester, what are the strengths of our novel? What parts 
had the biggest impact on you (point to at least THREE specific examples). What seems 
missing at this point—or what could we add that would strengthen it? You all put quite a 
bit of work into this--what do you think?

QUESTION #2: Connect CLASS NOVEL to our course explorations
Pointing to at least THREE specific examples  (from the novel and from our class), how 
does this novel represent the ideas/issues/themes we have explored this semester? How 
do the issues and ideas that we saw impacting the "lost generation" relate to our own 
novel (if at all)? (you might review the first part of our syllabus for a long list of themes 
that we hoped to explore in the course--as well as any notes you have taken over the 
course of the semester--a consistent list of major themes was outlined from novel to 
novel. Do you see an overall theme or pattern in our project that relates to these 
explorations this semester?

QUESTION #3: Connect CLASS NOVEL to our readings
Pointing to at least THREE specific examples, connect the content of our class project 
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with three DIFFERENT authors we have read this semester. AT LEAST ONE OF THESE 
CONNECTIONS needs to relate to an author we read prior to our MIDTERM exam). 
What connections can you make between OUR writing as a class, and the work we have 
read all semester from professional/published writers? How do these works inform each 
other? Where do you see influences or connections? Please be specific.

GRADING: Because of your work in contributing to the class novel, and the time I hope 
you will take in reading it, our final is lower-stakes than the other projects we have 
completed this semester. However, while this is a somewhat informal final/reflection--
please be as specific as you can in your responses, and take some time to develop your 
ideas and examples so that they illustrate some critical thinking and connections with our 
exploration this semester. 

You will EARN points by responding to each prompt fully and with some specific 
thoughts/details to support your ideas. You will LOSE points by being too vague or 
undeveloped in your ideas, and for surface, sentence or factual errors.


