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Twenty Chadron State College graduate students receive their Master of Arts in Education degrees Aug. 3, 2021, in a special ceremony at the Anchorage School 
District Office. (Courtesy photo)

The 2021 graduates are:
Valerie Ballarude
*Richard Bear
Steve Belde
Kristen Bellonio
Kristan Carte
Janeen Ceparano Wilkins
April Christianson
Natalie Foley
Elizabeth Hermanson
Patti Irwin
Jessica Klinn

Candice Love
Megan McCambly
Katrina Quinn
Sean Rood
Simone Sanders
Jessica Sedlacek
Michael Thompson
Amy Jeanne Utley
Dawn Wagoner
Matthew Witthoeft
* in absentia

CSC HOSTS FIRST
GRADUATION CEREMONY

 IN ALASKA

Twenty Chadron State College graduate 

students received their Master of Arts in 

Education degrees Aug. 3 in a special cer-

emony at the Anchorage School District 

Office. CSC President Dr. Randy Rhine, 

Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr. Jim 

Powell, and Education Department Chair 

Dr. Don King presented diplomas to grad-

uates, while Vice Chancellor for Academic 

Planning and Partnerships Dr. Jodi Kupper 

represented the Nebraska State College 

System.

All of the CSC graduates are teachers in 

the Anchorage School District, and many 

have been hired as administrators since 

earning their master’s degrees, according 

to Powell.

Former Vice President for Academic 

Affairs Dr. Charles Snare and Powell, who 

both had previous work experience in 

Alaska, worked to establish CSC’s presence 

in Alaska after a university there lost its 

teaching accreditation status. Powell, King, 

and Dr. Patti Blundell, Education Professor, 

made subsequent recruiting trips to enroll 

students and work with CSC on-site coor-

dinators Dr. Kersten Stumpler-Johnston, 

senior director of secondary education, and 

Dr. Jennifer Knutson, senior director of pro-

fessional learning.

Although the courses were all online, 

students in the Anchorage cohort also met 

occasionally for discussion groups. The 

graduates represent a 100 percent com-

pletion rate of students enrolled between 

2019 and 2021.

Powell said the district superintendent, 

Dr. Deena Bishop, was pleased with the 

program and the CSC graduates.

“She spoke highly of their preparation 

and abilities,” Powell said.

A third cohort is currently enrolled and 

the Education department is recruiting a 

fourth cohort.

by Tena L. Cook

Chadron State College President Dr. Randy Rhine 
speaks during a special graduation ceremony 
at the Anchorage School District Office Aug. 3, 
2021, where 20 graduate students receive their 
Master of Arts in Education degrees.(Courtesy 
photo)
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“Our students 

are exposed to a 

surprising number 

of professional 

publishing outlets 

and meet a lot of 

published writers, 

despite our isolated 

setting.”

Matt Evertson

OPENS OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS

NEW ENGLISH MAJOR

Following the theme of “Find Your Story,” a variety of new courses and a new major have 

been added for students of English and Humanities at Chadron State College.

Approval this fall of an Advanced English Studies major, and revisions to the Literature 

major, represent the culmination of developments over the past several years, and provide 

a wider variety of approaches to English studies, said Dr. Matt Evertson, Chair of the depart-

ment of Justice Studies, Social Sciences, and English.

“The changes to our major will allow students to chart a variety of paths: To find their 

stories in creative writing, certainly, but also in literature, philosophy, and interdisciplinary 

studies,” Evertson said.

According to Evertson, Chadron State’s English and Humanities curriculum began chang-

ing several years ago, when instructors took note of increased interest in creative writing 

by George Ledbetter 

courses at colleges across the country and 

the department hired its first full-time writ-

ing specialist. From offering a single cre-

ative writing class in 2014, the college now 

has creative writing courses in non-fiction, 

fiction and poetry, seminars in narrative 

theory and poetics, and a minor in creative 

writing.

In adding the new courses, CSC has 

been following standards recommended 

by the Association of Writers and Writing 

Programs, a non-profit organization of col-

leges, universities, and writers that fosters 

writing programs and promotes writing 

conferences around the country, Evertson 

said.

The new writing courses are already 

showing results. 

“We went from very few writing minors 

to more than 30 in a short time frame and 

the program continues to grow,” Evertson 

said.

Students are given the opportunity to 

hone their writing skills by submitting piec-

es to the college literary journal, Tenth 

Street Miscellany, presenting at the Sigma 

Tau Delta honor society conference, and 

participating in the annual Story Catchers 

writing workshop.

“Our students are exposed to a surprising 

number of professional publishing outlets 

and meet a lot of published writers, despite 

our isolated setting,” he said.   

The approach to literature studies at 

Chadron State has also evolved in recent 

years. While retaining and emphasizing 

study of the classic works of American and 

British literature, classes now are offered 

that focus on more contemporary and 

diverse literary works, including graphic 

novels, multi-ethnic literature, and major 

writers.

An important innovation of the new 

English major is an emphasis on regional 

studies, a field that includes literature of 

the American West, literature of the envi-

ronment, and Native American literature, 

Evertson said.

“With all these changes across our pro-

gram, students will be encouraged to draw 

connections from world literature to our 

own back yard,” he said.

Revisions to the department’s curriculum 

have come in part from the need to provide 

students working on a major in English a 

guided pathway, based around a core set 

of courses with a strong foundation in liter-

ature, said Evertson. The changes will make 

class scheduling more predictable and con-

sistent and help the English program grow, 

he said.

The changes also incorporate nation-

wide trends in English studies towards a 

more general exploration of literature and 

integration of greater emphasis on writing 

as part of the degree. Future evolution 

of the program will likely include courses 

on professional and technical writing, and 

writing for new genres such as social media 

and gaming, Evertson said.

And all of the developments help stu-

dents recognize the impact literature has 

on people and culture, by allowing readers 

to live in worlds they would otherwise be 

unfamiliar with.

“Students will reconsider issues and 

ideas they had never thought about, or had 

been resistant to…the literature gets under 

their skin and moves them,” Evertson said. 

“That is the power of literature.”

Dr. Matt Evertson speaks to students.  (Photo by Daniel Binkard)

Markus Jones speaks at the 2018 Story Catcher Writing Workshop and Festival at Fort Robinson State 
Park. (Courtesy photo used with permission)
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College Relations’ mission is to promote and maintain the quality and integrity of Chadron State 

College and all its constituents, including students, faculty, staff and alumni, through consistent 

communication and positive marketing in a variety of mediums, including print, graphic design, 

video, audio and web-based initiatives. College Relations is also charged to preserve Chadron 

State College’s Identity Standards, brand management and handle all communications for 

emergency or crisis situations.
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