
storycatcherworskhop.org 
“We Are All Related” 

Words Inspired by People, Place and Spirit 

 
 
• Beth Piatote: is a scholar of Native American/Indigenous literature and law; a creative writer of fiction, poetry, plays, and 

essays; and an Indigenous language revitalization activist/healer, specializing in Nez Perce language and literature. She is 
the author of two books: Domestic Subjects: Gender, Citizenship, and Law in Native American Literature (Yale 2013), 
which won an MLA award; and The Beadworkers: Stories (Counterpoint 2019), which was longlisted for the Aspen Words 
Literary Prize, the PEN/Bingham Prize for Debut Fiction, and shortlisted for the California Independent Booksellers 
Association “Golden Poppy” Award. She is associate professor of English and Comparative Literature at the University of 
California, Berkeley. https://complit.berkeley.edu/people/faculty/beth-piatote 

 
• Jake Skeets	is	the	author	of	Eyes	Bottle	Dark	with	a	Mouthful	of	Flowers,	winner	of	the	National	Poetry	Series,	Kate	

Tufts	Discovery	Award,	American	Book	Award,	and	Whiting	Award.	He	is	from	the	Navajo	Nation	and	teaches	at	the	
University	of	Oklahoma.	https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/jake-skeets 

 
• Anna Lee Walters (Pawnee/Otoe-Missouria), was born in Pawnee, Oklahoma. She obtained her BA from Goddard College 

in Plainfield, VT, where she also obtained her MFA in Creative Writing.  Anna is currently an Instructor in the Humanities 
Division at Diné College and an independent consultant on American Indian issues. She is the author of nine books, and has 
widely-published her prose and poetry. http://www.hanksville.org/storytellers/ALWalters/ 

 
• Gerry Robinson was raised at the heart of the Northern Cheyenne Indian Reservation, where he grew up hearing 

fragmented stories about his ancestors. He then devoted nearly twenty years of his life to researching, traveling the country, 
and reaching back through time to reclaim his heritage. Robinson is a published historical writer and member of Western 
Writers of America. His debut novel, The Cheyenne Story: An Interpretation of Courage, is the first installment of a three 
volume series, was published in 2019, and was the recipient of the 2019 Western Heritage Award and the 2019 Wyoming 
State Historical Society Award for Fiction. https://cheyennestory.com 



2023 Story Catcher Writing Retreat, Workshop & Festival 
We Are All Related: Words Inspired by People, Place and Spirit 

Creekside Resort at the State Game Lodge (Custer State Park, South Dakota) 
Tuesday, June 6th – Friday, June 9th 

With Beth Piatote, Jake Skeets, Anna Lee Walters & Gerry Robinson 
o General Registration: $350 (Includes one-year membership to the Mari Sandoz Society) 
o Current Mari Sandoz Society Members & Students (18 Years or Older): $300 
o Guest/Non-Participant $60 (This registration level is for spouses, friends and significant 

others who plan to accompany retreat participants, and does not include access to the 
workshop session but covers the retreat meals and lodging. We have a small number of 
private queen rooms for couples). 

Pre-Workshop: Emerging Writer Residency, Monday June 5th 
With Beth Piatote & Haesong Kwon at Chadron State College 

• This session is by application only and will target Indigenous Writers 
• Participants selected for this pre-workshop event will have their fees waived for the Black Hills 

Retreat/Workshop (which includes lodging and some meals). During the pre-workshop, student 
housing on the CSC campus and meals will be provided. Transportation will also be available to 
the Black Hills retreat on June 6th, with a return to the CSC campus on June 9th.  

•  Space is limited. Application deadline is April 3, 2023.   
• Applications are available HERE (link will be provided on February 20)  

 

ONLINE REGISTRATION OPENS February 20th 
• DEADLINE: June 2, 2023.  
• Space is limited to 25 writers. Early registration is encouraged.  
• Scholarships are available for student writers, particularly those new to Story Catcher. 
• Fees cover all workshop sessions, opening night BBQ/Reception, some breakfasts and 

lunches at the venue, light refreshments, and three nights lodging (Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday--check out by 11am on Friday)* 

Refunds: Due to limited space in the RETREAT, refunds can only be offered up to TEN days after Registration. For 
planning purposes, there will be no refunds made after June 2. (Please note that if the workshop must be cancelled for 
any reason, we will notify all participants as soon as possible and process full refunds—and that participants 
impacted by any verified health-emergency, including COVID-19, are eligible for full refund at any time). 

 
*	In	the	spirit	of	building	a	community	of	writers,	we	will	be	lodging	in	two	large	cabins	nestled	
along	Grace	Coolidge	Creek	and	across	from	the	Game	Lodge	Resort	(and	within	walking	distance	of	
our	retreat	meeting	space	in	the	Norbeck	Room	at	the	Creekside	Resort).	The	Gamekeeper’s	Cabin	
and	the	Creekside	Cabin	&	Bunkhouse	(custerresorts.com/lodges-and-cabins/state-game-lodge)	
offer	a	mix	of	private	rooms	and	communal	quarters--with	enough	beds	for	all	our	participants.	
Couples	registering	together	(or	paying	for	a	guest	registration)	will	be	assigned	the	private	rooms	
first.	When	registering,	you	may	indicate	if	you	are	attending	with	another	person,	and	if	you	are	
comfortable	with	gender-neutral	room	assignments.		

OFF SITE LODGING:  For those wishing to lodge away from our retreat facilities, the Black Hills 
region is a popular summer tourist destination, with a wide variety of lodging and recreational options to 
choose from--including within Custer State Park (Resorts: custerresorts.com or Campsites: 
gfp.sd.gov/campsites) or in nearby Custer (25 minutes from our venue by car: http://visitcuster.com/stay). 
The area is very busy in June, so early reservations are encouraged. These costs are on your own.  

PARK FEES: Any vehicle stopping in the park will need to purchase a 7-Day License: ($20 per vehicle) 

NOTE: Some of our events take place outdoors and in facilities in and around the park. Participants 
should be prepared to navigate stairs or established trails and for moderate physical activity in variable 
terrain and weather. 



 
(Schedule and Speakers Subject to Change) 
 

Monday, June 5th 
Pre-Conference for Emerging Voices 

 
Chadron State College 
Mari Sandoz Center Atrium 
• 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
o Story Telling Session with Beth Piatote 
• Title of Session here. . Description Here. 

o LUNCH LOCATION TBD 
 

• 1 to 3 p.m. 
o Poetry Exploration with Haesong Kwon 
o DINNER LOCATION TBD 

 
Tuesday, June 6th 

WRITER’S RETREAT DAY ONE 
 

Afternoon Session:  
• 1:00 to 1:30: Norbeck Meeting Room at the Creekside Lodge 
o Welcome and introductory Session 

• 1:30 to 3:30: Norbeck Meeting Room at the Creekside Lodge 
o Craft Discussion/Session with Gerry Robinson “The Cheyenne Story” 

 
Check In:  
• 3:30 to 4 p.m. -  
o Confirm your arrival, get your workshop folder, and receive directions for checking into 

our retreat housing 
 
Evening Program: 
• 5 to 6: Game Keeper’s Cabin 
o Reception and Social Hour 

• 6 to 7: Game Keeper’s Cabin 
o BBQ 

• 7 to 8:30: Game Keeper’s Cabin 
o Welcome/Opening Remarks 
o Featured Reading by Gerry Robinson & Haesong Kwon 

 



 
Wednesday, June 7th 

WRITER’S RETREAT DAY TWO 
 

Morning Session:  
• 8 to 9 - Gamekeeper’s Cabin 
o Complimentary Continental Breakfast  

• 9:30 to 11:30 - Norbeck Meeting Room at the Creekside Lodge 
o Craft Session with Jake Skeets 
• Title of Session here. . Description Here. 

Afternoon Sessions:  
• LUNCH ON YOUR OWN 
o Please see program for dining options at the State Game Lodge or Nearby Custer 

• 1 to 3 - WRITING TIME 
o This time has been set aside for participants to work on their individual writing projects or 

respond to the prompts from the morning session. Weather permitting, field trips may be 
available to inspirational settings. 

• 3 to 5 - Norbeck Meeting Room at the Creekside Lodge 
o The Story Catcher Workshop with Jake Skeets 

§ Follow-up to morning session where writers share work and get feedback. 

Evening Program:  
• DINNER ON YOUR OWN 

o Please see program for dining options at the State Game Lodge or Nearby Custer 

• 7 to 8:30 - Norbeck Meeting Room at the Creekside Lodge (or at the Gamekeeper’s Cabin) 
§ Featured Readings by Beth Piatote and Jake Skeets 

 
 

Thursday, June 8 
WRITER’S RETREAT DAY THREE 

 
Morning Session:  

• Breakfast ON YOUR OWN 
o Please see program for dining options at the State Game Lodge or Nearby Custer 

• 9:30 to 11:30 - Norbeck Meeting Room at the Creekside Lodge 
o Craft Session with Beth Piatote 

Title of Session here. . Description Here. 

• 12 to 1 - Game Keeper’s Cabin 
o Lunch Roundtable Discussion “The Next Chapter” 
§ Complimentary lunch and discussion about the “next chapter” in your writing—from college degree 

options to residencies, retreats and workshops, to options and processes to get published.  
 
 
 
 



Afternoon Sessions:  
 

• 1 to 3 - WRITING TIME 
o This time has been set aside for participants to work on their individual writing projects or 

respond to the prompts from the morning session.  
 

• 3 to 5 - Norbeck Meeting Room at the Creekside Lodge 
o The Story Catcher Workshop with Beth Piatote 
§ Follow-up to morning session where writers share work and get feedback. 

 

• DINNER ON YOUR OWN 
o Please see program for dining options at the State Game Lodge or Nearby Custer 

The Story Catcher Festival 
Free and Open to the Public 

• 6:30 to 9:00 Norbeck Meeting Room 
o (Complimentary Dessert Bar) 
o Special Reading by Anna Lee Walters 
o Mari Sandoz Emerging Writers 
o The “Story Sharer” Open Mic 

§ To be fair to the number who sign up, time limits will be about 5 to 10 minutes and strictly enforced.  
§ PRIZES will be awarded to the top presentations! (Priority given to pieces that have emerged over the 

course of the retreat, and works in progress). 
 
 

Friday, June 9th 
WRITER’S RETREAT DAY FOUR 

 
Morning Session:  
• Utilize this time to clean up your space, pack for departure or check out of your rooms.  
• 9 to 12:00 - Norbeck Room 
o Complimentary Continental Breakfast 
o Session with Anna Lee Walters 
§ Title.  Description 

  
Safe Travels! 

• All participants must be checked out of park housing by 11 A.M. on Friday 
• Our Emerging Writers will be return to CSC campus (overnight housing available) 
• Anybody wishing to stay the night in the Black Hills will need to make their own arrangements.  

 
 
 
 


